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Tab. 2 Source of soil organic carbon in karst grassland, artificial forest and secondary forest
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SOIL PROPERTIES IN KARST ECOSYSTEM AND FURTHER STUDY

LI Yang-bing's WANG Shi-jie?, WANG Ji!
(1. School of Geography and Biology Science, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang ,Guizhou 550001, China;
2. State Key Laboratory of Environmental Geochemistry, Institute of Geochemistry,
Chinese Academy of Science. Guiyang, Guizhou 550002, China)

Abstract: Rocky desertification of land in karst area is one of the most serious problems,which retards econo-
my development, ecosystem rehabilitation in Southwest China. Because of the unique eco-system characters
and fragilities of karst ecosystem, the soil degradation in karst ecosystem has different degradation character-
istics and processes that differentiated other ecologically fragile regions as follows; (1) the non-renewable a-
bility and fragility of soil resource limited by the pedogenesis rate; (2) unique soil erosion (soil loss); (3) ac-
celerated soil patches formation in the process of soil degradation related with lithologic differences; (4) ac-
tive soil organic matter decrease and origins of soil organic matter change in the process of soil degradation;
(5) the interruption of karst ecosystem processes resulting from soil degradation. Therefore, the soil degrad-
ing characteristics and restoration theory should be emphasized in order to make contribution to the restora-
tion and rehabilitation of degraded karst ecosystem.

Key words; Karst ecosystem; Soil properties; Further research
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