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Abstrac:t Amp ent water qualjty crierja are the mmporant pasis for estap lishin€ water qualjty
standards and the sRnificantpartof scientific water quality manaenent system  Ain ng at he
grin sjtuation of water pojution and the ohvious differences jn regona] enviorment jn Ching
it s urgent 10 estah Jish water quality critera {itting the characters of China water envjorment to
supply heoretic hases {for contro]|ing and managing water quality This Paper reviewed the re
search advances on the water qual;y criterja at han e and abroad with the focuson (1) the con
cept and connofation of anhientwater qua |ty criter‘g (2) research h‘}%tory status deve ppment
uend and scentife ssues ofwater qual;ty criterja inAmericap Europealg and other countrie,s
and (3) research emphasis and development trend in Ching ncludng regional water environ

ment nvestBagon epiden plogy bhiooxicology and heories and methodojogies i establish n8
anpientwater qua |ty criteria
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