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A bstract B ibsorption isan em erging technology treating wastewater containing heavy metals. The extracellular polymeric substances(RPS) excreted by

microbes plays an very important role in biosorption of heavy metals. This study showed that EPS of mixed sulfate-reducing bacteria (SRB) was effec-

tive in sorbing Cu*. The Langmuir Isotherm Model and Freundlich Isotherm Model could describe the experiment data and the maximum sorption ca-
pacity was up to 478.47mg/gEPS. The initial pH value of solution had apparent influence on Cu? sorption by EPS. When pH was 7, EPS was most ef-

fective in adsorbing Cu?and as pH increased or decreased, sorption efficiency decreased significantly. FT-IR analysis demonstrated that the groups of

hydroxyl, carboxyl and amide( ) were involved in binding Cu.
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