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Abstract: The Maochang bauxite deposit is located in the Xiuwen—Qingzhen area, central Guizhou Province. The ore
body lies in the Lower Carboniferous Jiujialu Formation, under the dolomite of the Lower Carboniferous Baizuo
Formation, and above the dolomite of the Middle-Upper Cambrian Loushanguan Formation. The genetic type of the
deposit is an ancient weathering crust depositional type. The geochemical characteristics of major elements, trace elements
and rare earth elements in bauxite, bauxitic clay and dolomite were studied. The results show that the bauxite is mainly
composed of Al,O3, SiO,, Fe,05 and TiO,, whereas the ore-bearing rock series are rich in trace elements such as Li, V, Ga,
Sc, Nb, Ta, Th, Hf, Zr, Y and rare earth elements. The content and ratios of sensitive elements (Th, Sr/Ba, Th/U) indicate
that the Maochang bauxite deposit was mainly formed in a land-sea interactive setting dominated by continental
sedimentary setting, and the ore-forming process was mainly an alternating redox setting. The correlation of stable
elements (Al,O3/TiO,, Al,Os/Zr, TiO,/Nb, Zr/Nb, Zr/Ta, Zr/Hf and Ta/Nb) and the chondrite-normalized REE pattern were
used to discuss that the materials of ore-forming could be sourced from the dolomite of the Middle-Upper Cambrian
Loushanguan Formation.
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Fig. 1. Simplified regional structural sketch map for the Maochang area and geological map of the Yangjiadong
oreblock for the Maochang bauxite deposit.
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Fig. 2. Stratigraphic columnar section for bauxite-bearing rock series from
the Maochang deposit.
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Fig. 3. Pictures showing underground mining faces and representative samples of the Yangjiadong bauxite oreblock.
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Fig. 4. Correlation diagrams for major elements in samples.
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Table 1. Analytical results of major elements and trace elements in samples

oy Wg/%
" ALO; SiO, Fe0; TiO, MgO CaO NaO KO MnO P,Os SO;  LOI  jfil
1230-08 BT 7122 435 400 401 011 008 006 091 001 030 635 1413 10552
1235-3-2-04  fRLH" 7900 132 074 336 013 016 005 020 000 016 011 1408 99.31
1235-3-2-05  fRLH" 6679 1471 095 199 061 010 005 1.88 001 006 043 1199 9956
1235-4-1-03A  #ELH" 6823 1158 132 324 020 012 005 255 001 018 043 1177 99.67
1235-4-1-05  fRLH" 7532 375 124 330 012 012 004 079 001 028 093 1381 99.71
1230-04 BRARFASS 638 906 055 021 17.80 2623 006 188 0.14 004 013 3744 99.90
1230-05 FXHARSE 181 216 167 003 2043 3015 0.06 042 015 0.04 006 4280 99.78
1235-3-2-01  #HILXH A=A 051 050 450 002 2033 3006 007 012 008 003 451 3895 99.68
1230-01 SR 3761 3113 748 229 033 008 007 624 001 007 1341 1053 109.24
1230-02 SR 56.11 2565 017 264 020 008 005 547 001 007 020 908 99.73
1230-03 R R 3389 4326 280 198 113 018 007 836 001 006 508 7.06 103.88
1235-4-1-04  TREHEPH LA 942 1038 5605 037 394 120 010 054 005 002 032 17.65 100.04
1230-07 AR A 4342 3543 125 287 049 013 006 673 001 031 18 827 100.79
1235-3-2-03  JEME LA 39.77 3538 633 217 148 014 005 157 001 006 015 1218 99.29
1235-4-1-01  JRARZTR L5 1588 1854 4805 081 428 065 009 056 002 011 091 998 99.88
1235-4-1-02 RIS 369 411 5343 014 561 163 010 041 031 001 1019 3110 110.72
1235-4-1-03B  JEAR BRI L5 21.09 3576 1069 210 062 013 007 7.66 001 022 1165 1004 100.03
N wg/10°°
A X -
Li Sc V Cr Co Ni Cu Ga Rb Sr Y Zr Nb Ba
1230-08 486 1450 131.00 4840 60.40 269.00 663.00 1600 9.29 280.00 147.00 728.00 88.40 195.00

1235-3-2-04 1.20 6.13 126.00 3350 1.78 4.48 3240 1300 253 76.30  104.00 937.00 7170  65.70
1235-3-2-05 1383.00 53.60 230.00 166.00 37.30 109.00 8570 73.60 1540 97.90 46.20 301.00 48.60 942.00
1235-4-1-03A 6.16 1130 278.00 8130 6.02 1890 662.00 1570 28.00 344.00 132.00 922.00 72.00 604.00
1235-4-1-05 4.67 9.76 162.00 4350 10.00 37.00 151.00 1150 9.64 375.00 27.40 838.00 70.90 280.00

1230-04 8.08 565 3730 2460 1020 46.90 64.00 823 2260 122.00 73.90 57.00 6.14  481.00
1230-05 28.50 2.87 1130 1410 1620 3360 1740 233 572 116.00 2370 2180 187  198.00
1235-3-2-01 4.72 0.83 9.80 20.70 1390 2840 620.00 0.94 144 137.00 3540 7.03 0.91 65.30
1230-01 811.00 3510 125.00 109.00 39.70 9420 7110 3310 6570 11400 46.80 473.00 51.00 1610.00
1230-02 450.00 531 15200 9190 5.63 7.15 4320 27.70 40.00 4220 2250 570.00 59.20 789.00
1230-03 569.00 26.40 116.00 134.00 8210 7170 76.80 4110 8640 11400 4630 634.00 4530 1478.00
1235-4-1-04 467.00 10.10 300.00 27.60 31.20 4890 2340 1090 8.16 71.60 2720 119.00 8.17  190.00
1230-07 915.00 3460 167.00 77.80 3590 259.00 230.00 23.80 63.00 1539.00 89.80 752.00 64.50 1919.00

1235-3-2-03 978.00 1250 96.80 8150 56.40 133.00 29.80 2280 26.30 138.00 60.80 674.00 47.70 602.00
1235-4-1-01 236.00 644 14800 69.30 79.70 171.00 2040 2150 11.80 80.70 80.60 185.00 17.40 149.00
1235-4-1-02 276.00 2150 328.00 63.00 70.80 4450 116.00 567 5.36 27.80 7880 5160 339  316.00
1235-4-1-03B 66.00 4140 448.00 151.00 88.90 193.00 9520 27.50 7590 1307.00 186.00 780.00 46.80 2395.00
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gF1
) wg/10°°
T
Hf Ta Th U La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Th Dy Ho Er
1230-08 20500 650 69.80 49.40 14500 315.00 35.10 14400 2930 512 2360 453 3050 6.04 16.00
1235-3-2-04 2460 5.07 2350 3410 3720 5830 874 3440 673 199 1360 3.03 2100 4.06 9.90
1235-3-2-05 855 371 7500 1490 4250 113.00 1430 4730 729 083 745 169 1180 243 7.2

1235-4-1-03A 26.60 545 3860 2510 89.30 15400 20.20 8030 1490 355 2360 477 3010 529 1220
1235-4-1-05 2400 527 3970 2860 5710 168.00 1350 50.90 8.38 141 554 089 546 113 3.36

1230-04 175 050 755 193 2750 50.00 965 4560 1560 3.07 1550 228 1290 225 5.08
1230-05 058 018 1.92 088 642 1380 177 763 288 086 524 069 387 071 170
1235-3-2-01 026 018 078 066  1.96 415 052 259 463 156 2290 214 750 093 165
1230-01 1290 376 5040 2290 7070 151.00 19.80 6930 10.80 224 923 154 964 197 571
1230-02 1480 427 3560 1110 2990 5750 633 2080 293 055 320 065 457 095 264
1230-03 1630 329 4780 662 4150 8560 855 3110 503 069 500 110 810 173 5.02
1235-4-1-04 313 068 1340 2870 1450 31.00 350 1480 469 122 574 083 513 102 276
1230-07 2130 481 8500 1590 229.00 529.00 61.20 26400 6220 9.98 3050 4.09 2170 4.23 12.80
1235-3-2-03 1760 341 4780 7.46 4510 69.90 9.09 3290 767 177 891 164 1160 247 721
1235-4-1-01 443 139 2060 2450 3850 9380 956 3750 1070 238 1530 1.92 1110 217 541
1235-4-1-02 147 039 459 739 334 933 102 526 636 292 2330 339 1840 3.07 7.04
1235-4-1-03B  21.80 370 49.80 46.40 186.00 367.00 4220 156.00 38.80 1220 4220 6.38 3630 6.47 15.80
. w(B)/10°® . .
FEf SLREE/ZHREE Eu/Eu" Ce/Ce"  (La/Yb)y Sr/Ba Th/U
Tm  Yb Lu SREE ILREE XHREE

1230-08 228 1360 188 77195 67352 9843 6.84 0.58 1.05 7.65 144 141
1235-3-2-04 136 7.62 101 20894 14736 6158 2.39 0.62 0.77 350 116  0.69
1235-3-2-05 125 877 1.36 267.09 22522  41.87 5.38 0.34 1.12 3.48 010 503
1235-4-1-03A 156 877 124 44978 36225 8753 4.14 0.58 0.85 7.30 057 154
1235-4-1-05 050 335 048 32000 29929  20.71 14.45 0.59 1.43 12.23 134 139
1230-04 062 361 050 19416 15142 4274 354 0.60 0.75 5.46 025 391
1230-05 022 143 021 4743 33.36 14.08 2.37 0.67 0.99 3.22 059 219
1235-3-2-01 018 112 015 86159 21069  650.90 0.32 0.61 1.08 0.33 210 118
1230-01 090 591 088 35962 32380 3578 9.05 0.67 0.97 8.58 007 220
1230-02 041 252 036 13330  118.01 15.29 7.72 0.55 0.97 8.51 005 321
1230-03 081 534 080 20037 17247  27.90 6.18 0.42 1.06 557 008 722
1235-4-1-04 042 280 043 8883 69.71 19.12 3.65 0.72 1.03 3.71 038 047
1230-07 200 1400 210 124680 1155.38  91.42 12.64 0.62 1.07 11.73 080 535
1235-3-2-03 124 839 126 20915  166.43  42.72 3.90 0.65 0.80 3.86 023 641
1235-4-1-01 072 428 063 23398 19244 4154 463 0.57 1.17 6.45 054 084
1235-4-1-02 1.02 645 094 9184 28.23 63.61 0.44 0.65 1.23 0.37 0.09 062
1235-4-1-03B 216 1350 205 927.06 802.20  124.86 6.42 0.92 0.98 9.88 055 107

E: EW/EU"=(2EWEUR)/(Sm/Sme+Gd/Gdy), Ce/Ce'=(2Ce/Cey)/(La/Lac+PriPra), (LalYb)y=(La/Lag)/(Yb/Ybg).

200.56x10° 1 84.13x10°.  w(Sc). w(Nb). w(Y). w(Ga)Fl w(Th)£& (% 1), &tz EHisE (UCC)
WAL IR B BoR 5 FIR IR —BUIRHE, KIS MEICRIE ST A R s 4, (R LR
Anam i PSR A LA P EANE Ll E R E K. BAE 5 KRBk Rb. Sr fl Ba 544, HAth
TRV ERAFERE N EE. H L ETEER AN AR EE, mMEs by A E48 (B 5.
I, R R SRR E RS ENEN, METR BRSPS EENRE, &%t E Nby Ta. Th,
U. Hf. Zr. Y WA SHOCE Liv V. Ga EEERE. METHERMARESTTER ALO; 5 Zr, Zr
5 Nb. Zr 5 Ta 2IEMHKXK R, TiO, 5 Nb. Zr 5 Hf. Nb 5 Ta | 2 BE K IEMHEEMERR (B 6). H
LRI AL Ti Zr. Hf. Nb Al Ta ARG 0 R s AL ERIL 24T 8, FRER T L fE
SRS R iy T
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Fig. 5. UCC-normalized trace elements spidergrams for samples.
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Fig. 6. Correlation diagrams for trace elements in samples.
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Fig. 7. Chondrite-normalized REE patterns for samples.
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