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e DU R R 55, 2020; SCR A, 2021a,
202 1b) At J 4 — 8 5 2 B 2 XU Ak 7 8 (s 4 00 45
2018; #otiE, 2020), (HEARGEIES AL, fEE/N,
WU R TR A", Bz E A,
KREGPBH GEIR (A RS, 2019; #0161, 2020).

B SR OC R DI (A S A, 1984
KT 2018; #%61, 2020), F&E 50605 KX IR
FEFEA R T R D (R R4, 2019; Il
2020), X HMFFEMXFEZ o T RN T E Rk
PEZ(E 1a), J2& 2017 AEHIE 1 7R 8 b Bl PR A KUk
FErP R MK RA! Nb-REE B K, HRTRIM 144k
Y 47 JT(ZE 14, 2019a), E/AELE Nb,Os BEUA
W57 (AT O Ui RBA, 2015),
S Y TR A XA RS Nb-REE PR (2 A 1R 45,
2019a, 2019b; R, 2020), ABF5EIZIERT KA
TERHLT . Nb 76 XUk i A2 o A b ERfb 2 A7 AR T
RAFMRFGE XS4 o 3 A e PR 5% 32 22 R 4
T REE WA 1E (204, 2018; FEMEE, 2018;
T2FRAE, 2018a-b, 2019; K FA45E, 2018; ZFER4E
4, 2019b, 2021; FHAE, 2020, FERKIES, 2021),
AR HED IR Nb B IR . AR L R IR
b ioh AR By B 3 Ak A B R S AR AT R AR A AE,
5 7E A R IZ R IR R AT IR R B AL G
==

ﬁlﬂ;\ o
1 HRER

e TR R T 25 5 o D 0 B4 1 i 2R T 2 X
SR, AR RER R 1022.8 mm(z A T —
O JuHbFTRBA, 2015), #4iE FE#AvRi . 1k
oo AT TR AT — R Hb TR 3 B T R b 1 A
AR T (8 1a), X BH R 58035 e 45 20 K
LHTA, ARG B, SRLeKA . H
nf, SRAMYIELKE Aaa ks s, B
MK . WERE . B A AR U R (RS,
2019b; FERAE, 2020), 1M XA FELEHE =S5,
AN IHLL K A0 A 2 0 R 2 K S, B4 K @4
W ODE . 1A, BRELZEE le; smAE T
“OJUHLFRBA, 2015; E2FiC4E, 2018b).

L e b XA 1 R SR B, EEWIAA NE [k
MR UL R AR SN AN IH
KW 2L 1), X3 L2448 887 K™ F NE [y
IR RD (AT = OJLHE B, 2015), %
TR RO FAS IHET 240G, XN NE 6] (1414 W

S4(F7) . 00 i3z DBy 54 (Fg) . 3 BL -3 42 ZE W 284 (Fo) Fl
NEE [n] =& A Wi 24 (F 1) . ﬁfq:{ﬂ%ﬁg\%(l:]s)lﬁﬁﬁix
RALFE A B (E 1e, FAEMEE, 2018; 4
4555 2019b),

W X A RE G SR B, K E B
TH(78~85 Ma)SE i -BEAR AL =i #r . FEAE A it A 4l
AN TH 2% 454 (Cheng and Mao, 2010; Cheng et al.,
2013; BICREE, 2016), WHEEHV T il
£ BrEERDIRAE b AR AR (77.4£2.5 Ma~83.3£1.6 Ma),
Je @ T BEARAE KA R A K (82.841.7 Ma~
85.0+0.9 Ma), 551D #E K # 18 A 1K (83.3£0.3 Ma~
85.040.9 Ma)LA K H = 1l . K18 5 Bl P A 1R A K
(79.2+1.1 Ma~84.9+9.3 Ma)(/& 1b, FLEETH%E, 2008a,
2008b, 2010; Cheng and Mao, 2010; Cheng et al.,
2013; w3, 2016) BtE AR A =& 28 KA M
AT, WA KA B R W B (& 1), JFA
LR PR BSSEEILGERG T AIEIEEE, 2017), F
BPHOMHEA ERA N E, HE/NEF LT
IERA @A, 2018, £, 2018a; ERKIT
4 2021),

WD IR IRTEAS 400 RO 32 257 M B 45
i, B RS G (K 2a) H TR 85 % b
TREZER [ (ENAEMTELEFNEL)Z) M
CERALE ) 20 BU(ZE R AR, 2019b), | 54
K 0.6~59.6 m, FHJJEFE 9.18 m, ALY T4
fii 0.0185%. MS5HAKE 1.0~65.0 m, FIEE N
12.6 m, PREEAD 357 0.0163% (= FA 1 Tl
ZOJLHERBA, 2015).

2 AR R IE

21 HmXRE&E

FF A Tl — O Juh [ K BT I8 22 5
R, AR TAE E 2S8R K S X7
EhFL ZK9-68(14 ). ZK15-60(20 14). ZK19-52(19
). ZK23-44(17 ) LL B A 1F 5 A AR 5% 1 T
PX-1(31 ). PX-2(12 )R &EHA R E RN KL
FebEfh . BRENTL ZK23-44 i F/AK R EE WAL X
WKW Z Rz s, HAL =AU 0 T LA ZK9-68
ol TR & (D 1d). ZK15-60, ZK19-52 Al
ZK23-44 A e B ok A EAEF (2020) AR ZH
KRFEE . T EX S, LSS GRS R
YP+4G LS, BilnghfL ZK9-68 i 1 SHE AR Hy
YP9-68-1. IbAk, R F KIS 5 85 A 1E K B FE
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YP2-32. YP4003 Fl YP16-28 YEAT T iE4IB5 4%
O30T MRUERE S A . B RSy, K A
PEA KA ST 5 0] 438 A KRB B 26 4 2 R
4 0.2~31.04 m, KIGFHERE<1 m, i G40, 45
I LGRS, A AR e ATl e, RN A T
Bty £XULZIE 0.5~75.58 m, KH . IR0
AR . B RSNV, M GRS, SRS R IR S
AWK, Eea ., SEASEE LT Wk 5 IE
KB A, 2 XAE)ZIE 0.6~110.8 m, K. 7

gL, WL AR VIR, SRR . SR, AR
B LA, 2R AR EIE A . 55RLZ R
0.5~48.6 m, IRZL. K. JKERG, F AR A 254 |
s RAF e r, WALBR AT, HBRHHT A Ak
Az B KA R 0 (25 B 8 % Tl — O JLH BT R BA,
2015; 4R, 2019b), SRARFEMSE 136 14, Hrh
BE)ERES S 1F, & XULERER 50 1F, EXULE 46
7, 3RILIE 13 4, EAERKE 3 4, SFME
fIE DL 2b,

B1 L@y XRRMEEMCER @ LW, 2019 B%). XERE E(D; #i Cheng et al., 2013 &) . Kt E
(c; PEAERESE, 20190 BBOFIR RIESE LB AL E B (d)
Fig.1 Tectonic setting (a), geological maps of the region (b) and the Puxiong deposit (c), and topography of representative

boreholes (d)
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B2 THHK19SHIRELEE(a; 1B EZ T OB, 2015 Bk & R R ERETD)

Fig.2 Geological section of the No.19 exploration line (a) and photos of representative samples from the Puxiong deposit (b)

22 Wik AE
22.1 X &4 fh AT AL(XRD)

WAL SERE i X BN S AT S AT TAETE R
=B MR Ak 2= B BT S8 i, A L5 Empyrean X
SN SOAT S (7 2 g RE 2 J AR ), RS
X R R HA, EE R 40 kV, B 40 mA,
HAJEE R 20 fah 4°~60°, HK N 0.04°/2, £
BN S BbE . BRI 2EiE i JADEG.S B 54
Rl b i 28 281 T HL A 22 (Meng et al., 2014).
2.2.2 TESCAN %4&5 #45 #1 % % (TIMA)

TEVZA 5 B A ARG PR A ] TESCAN
LAY AT HT R G AL FE AR RN A E KA E
FF0 B0 AN %E 3 T o TIMA 2356 T G835 28 I 7%
(EDS) Y 1 4 H - 1 i8558 (SEM), 25 & 1R AL IETE
IRVE TR LB s NI - N S WS KT Al )
BT Y B 30 &b &G . Mk in 3 B R
25kV., HLUAH 9 nA, BN 142.51 nm., TAEFEE
4 15 mm(Hrstka et al., 2018). KUbFEAE Sl Ao
BSE14£% M 2 um, EDS KK 6 um, A ERK AN

A BSE/2E N 3 um, EDS KN 9 pum, ifid
TIMA EH 53 B 35C0F K i & 09 8 ) g 3 5 0 4K
5 X e 0 A, RTURR R 0.1%, TE4A0 3R I
Wi 55 (2021).

223 B TIRA(EPMA)

TE ] M40 2 R B AR A PR /)RR o PR 4
MEEAIEK AT Nb-U 98 c R A, ks
PER: B 2x107% A B JE 15 kV, BBE 1 um, Na F,
Ca. Ti. U. Nb JCZFFAF WA E] 4 10's, Si,
Th. Fe. Ce. Al, Ta. Cl, Mn JCZE¥FAF I H ] &
BFTE] R 20 s, b T 35 S (40 B ] 3 1) 0 )
) —2F, KBRS 0.001%, %% M H A ®B T
(JEOL)J ZAF #IE L AT 20 .

224 BRIk BABSE B TR HEN

A P T 90 25 A D 5 AR A R ] A 0T 3% e
HL S 5 45 B T R S AU (LA-ICP-MS) I 2 75 A IE
KATEET YT RAR, FLHRA NWR #OE
Fh 2S5 (2=193 nm)F1 I CAP RQ ICP-MS 1% #%. i
MR R G EAF T PR E, Fad FErh He /E#L
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o BWOLHIPRAIIRZ | SEBER/NFIRE 2 B3 B
8 Hz. 30 um 1 5 J/em®, BRAHTALHE 50 s A5 5%
BFIRIFD 40 s A9UOGRIPET R . SRM610., SRM612.,
BIR-1G1. BCR-2Ga. BHVO-2G 1 WIEHIC K
B MR . FIlFH Tolite3.6(Paton et al., 2010)5¢ A 5 45 %%
i 0 B AL P (LR A5 575 BeaE B . RR AL A ALK )3
B REERIE . TESEITE).
225 WRABEF BT HRAEB(CP-MS)

A5 M IR AR 27 3 A AR v L 2 e b sk Ak
A HIF 5 T A 25 B —F AR S5 1% A (TCP-MIS) A7 40 17 i
Ko i EICEHREER T 5%, HAGEITHE T
FEEAL T 10%, FE4HAYSEE AR UL Qi et al. (2000),

3 MAER

3.1 FHHEESTYEHME
RALTEACFEMERE S B X BT LR H8 SAT S o

UL 3e, W41 A B5E 150 BT R G0 (TIMA ) 45 2
Bl 3b. —ANEAERAR S EZT WASAR, L
1E K A1(50.9%~56.8%) . 5 A1 (16.3%~20.8%) . 4K
A1 (8.1%~13.0%) R £, 7 /5t 85 1 1h AR 11 5% 1) 7
11(4.5%~8.7%) LA Je— Z AN &I ) (K 3b). BIT P4
fEtE A (B 4a. o). MAINA (K 4a), B BE(E 44d).
WK A (K 4d) . A rEREES B (X424 R A, K de).
A (E 4f~h), B (F 4g). iEA(F dg~i), WA
(F 41). RERERD™ (& 41). BT (& 41). 7 A9H
A YA (F 4e), LAKAMS Nb-U #7401
B, R SEE 4h, B Sg), ERORERR AL
G, FOCKRESET . SR R R PR AR
WERR IR . A IE R A AL FE DL L ZK19-52
i, FRERE AT Y BTN IE KA, A IR
] gk b . KAk TR A AR A AR A
WEHTBREE . WA, U5 XA ZE Rk XL
R R K A R A (B 30). B
B NA . A%, RETHEZE KA SEE,
B bFER BT S, PHRA, D =K
1. S G (8 3). mik A SR MIRERE B
BT, WA A E T R E e KL E L,
JE BEAR (B 3b), R A we e 20 B A 5 PR A
F(El 5b. 6d). EIHPEIEHRMMY (B Sa). W&
TR B A & PR (ZD)A A (K 5¢). il
W (E 6a~b) .4 21 41 (& 5d~e) ./ E 5L B G 0 1) (&
5d). #0EA A 50, B (B 6e~d), LA
BRAT . B A RREIH B A Nb, U 55K 6). A

fRTRA AR, T SCKFEA PR IS 4 A FR A Nb-U
T, ¥ KALFE RS Y AR R SR .
32 BAEKEPTYMITRAR

EHAEKEAET No WA TR0 YA (57255
10°%), A48 A (6371x107°), %L 47 (4509x10°%), B =
BR(187x107%), LK Nb-U B4 W47 . 4L D134 .
PESH R 1, 2, [ 5g). U EERFT Nb-U Y
(20.4%) . BIAESHH(8943%10°%) . FHE 47 (2479%10°%)
H, D RIRETHE A7 (71.9x10°%) B JK A1 (67.4x10°%).
M A Zr EEWRA TG (3585%10°°),
FAB A7 (78035%107°) . £A N A1 (982x107°) . 4t A1 Al
A
33 £EMETTEAK

WD R AL FE 2 A Tt T R & i L3 3. Nb,
Zr, Ta. Th. U 7EXUb5EH A9 & & SR PR R 1T
FETFEAEEE 7, 8). Nb I 5 MR
B2 (99.2x10 %) — 2 KA 2 (114%10°%)— 4 KAk 2
(122x10°)— % 1+ /2 (160x10 B #i 1 & Zr S
55 WAL JZ (703% 10— 4 K AL JZ (898%10 %) — % + )2
(144510 %) W EH; Th FH M 155%10 (55 KAL)
FHE 2= 183x10 (& RLE )R 182x10°(Fh +)2), U
Fr N 441105 RILE)THR E 50.1x107°(4 K
LER)H 64.4x10°Fh +)2). Bk L, XEITTRTER
fL ZK19-52 &R, ZK15-60 IR, 1E ZK9-68
55 ZK23-44 H A (& 7). LA Nb 15, Nb #E ZK19-52
HRSES SN 177%10°°, 1E ZK15-60 H2h 124%10°,
76 ZK9-68 5 ZK23-44 /35K 95.4x10°° A
93.1x10 °.7F L HusehrifE b oo R th £ & L (& 8a),
RALFERE 58 A E S BA MR RE, R
Sc. VIl & Li, Ga, Nb, Th, UZEE, Bk
FEXAE5E4 20 Li. Sc. V. Ga, Th, U @&/
BEAIERSAR, i Zr, Nb, Ta fE%6+ 2 548Kk
BHEAFRAEEEN 8b). HiflRIEMEEMER T
55 XALJZ I Nb . U 45 03 & A2 18 32 4 1l 2% 35 T A 1)
KA S RALZFE RSN, B )2E . 2R
AR 2 11 B A 33t 3 B 3 350 T () 28 XUk 2 A
= (& 8)s

4 3 i
4.1 Nb By3kiE
T R XA S RE i 5 R I8 b B ME A Y Nb-Ta,

Zr-Nb., Zr-U ¥ EA R4 A IEA S FR (B 9), WUk
Fe PR BT 2H S B A 1A A AR IE A A A Y
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(B3, FRIES, 2021), WiREHEXALFE MBS K
U4 B B (2R A%, 2019b; TARSF, 2020), HF%
S TEAEKAERE XA o), KIBKEATELK
A ARSI Y8 4h~i), RITEIR
HE& Nb &EATfHe 545 K4 M0 55 B IR
JHA % (Markl et al., 2001; Halter and Webster, 2004; F

UESE, 2012), BEAERKETE A . FEA%E, Of
A Nb-U My ™y IS A 545 Fh(E 4) . 57 X B
IERADAIER/N, ARRAKTF AT TAE, {H45
G EAERA WSS 0 R AR TAE, HErbm
KIERKAT No Edike ) E2o0te e . Bakk, gk
BRI S (2504, 2018; FRKIE4E 2021),

(a) BifL ZK19-52 F I 16 S BORERL () ARFRMERE S YRR = BE N A1 B 16T (0 B AL AR (o) 8L ZK19-52 MALFeRE ML X STEm M AiTiT 14
(d~(g) BAIERAERALTACERIERE M WA (h) B A ERCAT WA 5905 Mot SBA; Ms. H 2B Kin, #8475 Gbs. =K 4415

Q. A¥E; Mc. IAHE A ; Or. IEK A1; Cal. Jrf#fr; Hem. JRERH™

3 EMHTARAERERERNKTHRET WAM

Fig.3 Mineral compositions of the nepheline syenite and the weathering crust of the Puxiong deposit
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(a) HIEMBASIER AL, (b) BABESEAL; © KRR SE R0 ik T HIBB A (d) BERAERN, (o) MBITIRE Bt
RIEE KA (D BRSO KGO 0 TIERAILS; (o) ERAA SRR AL (h) BEIRELR No-U 87915 AR RCIRES A 364 () BB
BT, B IR TR B, 5405 O IEKAA; Nph. #44; Ttn. B4 Hbl. fIN£; Cen. 5585 Tto-Ce. MAESHT"; Py. #EKH"; Ap. B
WA Bt. BB Cal. JffA; Hem. JRET; Hio. RWARA; Zm. #5 A Crt-Ce. Rl A Flr. 5 A1; Ab. #8414 Thr. £/ Pyh. #E¥EKT"

B4 BAEKESAZFMNTWERFME(~d, EWEDMIEA; oo, FBEHHFEIR)
Fig.4 Photomicrographs (a —b) and BSE images (c — i) showing the petrographical and mineralogical of the nepheline

syenite

J T E AL D TR Nb 95K I8, ] o, R4S
T Nb 7EE A IE R A I H B (< 10°%) T 3R4G
WREA IR A B LT Y o BN 119x107°(F 2),
BREALEKAS2AH Nb F¥ &R 105%10°
(Cheng et al., 2013; &7, 2021, KL, 2021),
TR A LKA 46%[1 Nb A7 T D15 4445 Nb-U
WY, 38%F1 11%9 Nb 43l BAF T4 A F A Ao
o, ARG Nb WA TREZ R ekn™ . B b5

7/ e

Nb*' 5 Ti'E LM, ESS®RTYTh Sk
A TTIZ ) Nb-Ti R R 2B 0 (2TiY < (Nb, Ta)’" +
(Al, Fe)*', Deer et al., 1966; F:JEIT%, 2019), JLF-
Fr A K4 Fh #F & Nb(Goldschmidt, 1954; Xl #: R
S, 1984), JUHAE Ti S EARXTE S AT, —&
FEfliy Ti % Nb U S8 Nb fE RIS KA IE KA
HE 4L, TMXEE Nb-U #9490 Pe Kb re 2
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AR JZE UL B JL-F- AR 21, K 2 458 1k XAk 43
fife o H @A AR RUBZEEATE O, A
WA il AT . BLLAFCRET, 1988; B ER,
2021), X2 KA H A (8] 3) | L0 A i A T
B (E 5d., e, K 6a).
gi b, EHER R Nb EESRIE T KIS K& A

EKATHNb-UB Y. A . FiAEE?2), Xk
U YR 280 WAL S B o i i B e & 40, I
fif BB Nb 7E3E S b 25 0F T B s SR D00E (L
FEVTAE, 2019), B ane XAk ae b i a3 e Bt 35 -0~
Py 5b. c, K 6d). BER(E)AMLYI(E 5c, K 6a. b)
HUETERA T T EATE BB A0 I & AR (B Sa;
X FL{R %, 1984; Brimhall and Dietrich, 1987).

(a) KSR T RCR BEHLA G, TIMA 15O I %: (b) %KL B s
A Bk CR) RALIIEE, 72 TIMA 9P HIF, 475 Nb G2 5-: (@) 4

4.2 EMEENEREFRESHER
W] Nb s B RS X IT R 1Y
FAE M BRAL A AT R RSB Tl v R £ I SR AT E B
B EEAERAE L EHm B, Nb, Zr 0%
(1) Fr e B AR R R AR g i T, e Rk )2 P -
AR AR 7. 8). XS5 WM T KRtk —
#H, R L R X T R A (Brimhall et al.,
1991; Hayashi et al., 1997; £ %5, 2020), K5 %
A TR AR (L, 2000), BATTAY R B8 hn 32 22
HAh T ER F K AU TR T R AI(LI et al., 2019;
RS, 2020). 1 Zr FEA I ZK23-44 1 IR E]
IR, FIREE B0 W8S A /KA B R B0
(B 7d). #m L, Nb 78 LR o 54 Sk 38 1AL

SE TR, TIMA & HIARIL; (o) 2 KUK 2 TR i A8 DHR 4 v S
GLAASME A, AMERTEEER; ) ERELA, H

RIS O R4 () SXLETRDIREY NS A 54404 . Meadhd:, TIMA B K4, (o) B IERKS T A RIR & S8 s5 5 548 4 2k,
PSS BRI (h~() Bl g PAREEH H Nb, U STH 0, ARSI TR, 595 Lia. 4848157 Altered 1lt. USRI 4 Rt. 4
ZIF; Mnz. MUEA; Ot HRIA; Kin, U5 Or IEKA; T, M4 Btf-Pb. A UIEA; Ms. H b Bt. BA Lk Fsme 484597 Im. 2KER0™;

Cen. $5854; Flr. % 47; Zrn. £540

5 SRVYHIREEER

Fig.5 Characteristics and energy spectra of the Nb-bearing minerals
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Blo RUZHRETMEERRTERSHE

Fig.6 Mineral phases and element distribution of Nb-bearing minerals in the weathering crust

£1 BAEKES Nb-UF HETIREIE%)
Table 1 Chemical compositions (%) of Nb-U minerals in the nepheline syenite analyzed by EMPA method
A5 Na,O Si0, F ThO, FeO Ce,05 TiO, CaO U0, Al,O4 Ta,0s Nb,Os MnO Total
1 1.12 0.07 0.53 2.80 0.28 1.11 17.28 2.72 23.49 0.04 0.60 43.35 0.09 93.48
2 3.92 0.28 2.82 1.99 0.25 1.10 15.05 9.54 23.30 0.17 0.48 39.48 - 98.37
3 291 0.49 1.26 3.54 0.71 0.89 15.60 5.98 21.26 0.16 0.44 38.61 1.28 93.14
4 1.46 9.06 2.40 4.27 1.26 0.94 14.40 6.36 13.57 1.15 0.64 36.08 0.41 92.00
5 1.43 7.98 2.28 3.48 1.31 0.96 13.95 7.78 13.86 1.27 0.39 34.62 0.41 89.71
6 1.65 0.18 0.11 2.58 0.38 1.01 18.97 1.03 26.79 0.02 0.62 40.92 0.23 94.50
¥iE 2.08 3.01 1.56 3.11 0.70 1.00 15.88 5.57 20.38 0.47 0.53 38.84 0.40 93.48

TE: <R T AR
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£2 BRAEKETHTYERE(TIMA). ¥4+ Nb #92 2(EPMA 71 LA-ICP-MS) & Nb & £5 8 tLfl
Table 2 Niobium concentrations and partions of different mineral phases (TIMA, EPMA and LA-ICP-MS) of the
nepheline syenite
R} Nb-UBT™ | #hia | Atia | A | Ratk | ERA | ARA | FW0A | RS | RS-k
Gi 0.02% | 0.8% | 02% | 24.5% | 0.8% 52.9% 1.9% 6.5% 0.01% 2.2%
HIIPS 6 5 3 3 2 3 2 3 7 1
Nb(x107%) 271509 | 5725 | 6371 0.318 187 0.176 4.49 0.270 3998 189
Sk ES'S RS, 2021
onp(x10°%) 54.3 ‘ 45.8 ‘ 12.7 ‘ 0.078 ‘ 1.50 ‘ 0.093 | 0.085 ‘ 0.018 0.400 4.16
onp BT (x107%) 119
SANDFH (<1070 105 (Cheng et al., 2013; &3, 2021; T K%, 2021)

H YA RN ZET YRR A, SRR T 0. 1% BUE/NBUS R 21 0.1%, KT 0.1% M il i X THNZ R ) B AA 7R 5 &
35 FH I A BB LR B B 0.01%. ony 7R &5 Nb S 7E 22 1 19 5 b, HIZZ0 W IR RS 4 o i 5 AT A Nb P8 i 2 BV R AR,
2021), Flhn: EAIERKE R Nb-U &8 R AR E, HHHP NbOos i ZH/NGE 1), SIER—F #it8, Wik Nb-U &8

Onp=0.02%x271509x107°=54.3x107%, HAWH Y o o HEE 57 AR

x3 LETAREELSELSTERMERITRXI0

Table 3 Content ranges and average values of critical metals in the Puxiong deposit (x107%)

M Hdik (n) Nb Zr Ta Th U

Fhit )2 5 120~183(160) 775~1710(1445) 3.56~4.58(4.15) 171~198(182) 41.2~90.2(64.4)
LKA 50 30.9~257(122) 39.7~2490(898) 0.57~6.54(3.53) 34.3~390(183) 7.61~120(50.1)
) 46 33.6~200(114) 64.9~2550(920) 0.84~5.86(3.35) 37.8~355(159) 11.2~121(45.8)
35 ML 2 13 25.0~163(99.2) 133~1410(703) 0.50~3.75(2.51) 15.5~241(155) 10.5~64.9(44.1)
ERdEen 16 60.3~226(105) 301~4290(1131) 1.27~6.51(3.37) 38.3~328(122) 11.0~95.7(35.5, n=13)

TE:a. BMEEBHET] A Cheng et al,, 2013; Hif, 2021; F KIS, 2021,

7ZK9-68 Fl ZK23-44 A B B0 s E s, mifE
ZK15-60, ZK19-52 2= XL JZ A i S (& 7), LISk
B RENSE, AR Nb wER N
Ll oA L B i s (1 7). BUARTE XUAL i R Nb
WA N4 52 JU K (Hastie et al., 2011), {HEEITHL R
B, Nb ] LIVE A IEN 2 4R AR E T
PEAFIE RS (X J2 2 55, 1984; Deblonde et al., 2015;
Friis and Casey, 2018). | ange# AR ML /K H Nb
e BE 2 TH = (Astrom et al., 2008). K, EF A5
T Nb W20 LUT Y X ™ R Nb/Ta {8 b 3%
BT, LTI R L At 2 T = (B Te), Nb/Zr
HA IS T RS (& 76, ATRER N A7 A IE
Ka XAk # g Nb e Ta 16k, 1 Zr b Nb 3%k
(Ronov et al., 1963; XITifR%, 1984),

bR T X2 A )2, AL X2 5
B Nb, U IR EREEE 7o), nRESH T KIE
B SRR S AT O (JE 56 9245, 2020), HiLR K A7 %
SRR A S EGX TR Y R B R L & 4,
1994; X4 FEFIAEL, 2020), H1H PX-1 F1 PX-2 Hi4:
AL E R XA ZRE L Nb, U S50 £ 1Y 5 R 4R
KT 4 MEAERARIEFZEFLER S (& 8), X1l EE
HEATITRMNER B HEA L PX-1 Hl PX-2 HIH:F

FEOLE MK IE KA & B XE(E 1c), LI Nb R, 28
AR QOISRE K IE KA Nb &l 69.4x10°°,
MR T A28 A KA1 Nb SFHME 105%10°6, 1]
155 A0 2 Nb 1 E R L EG LR, 7T RES Hh s
TR RS i) SR 1) B R XA R 8 v T LSS KL 2
Fr Nb b, Nb-U &4, A S0 )5 it i
BT R Th, Uo Th R UYFET ¥ b 5 & R 2K B
G A B e (X PR 4, 1984), HFE XAk g Th A
AREREN, W U R PAERIEE, K
fhid #2 i S Al W7 AL A UYL R
PERY US (X242 45, 1984; Panahi et al., 2000), {H U
WEGEF LW Bk AL, JLH 2R
W B (R D2 45, 1984 RFESE, 2021; #XHLSE, 2022),
PR 55 AR 2 K AR 2 vb T 38 0 0 2 A G
A RSy U AR, TR A KA R 4 2 R
e (R 8). BbAh, A IERA KA T M
BRIGAEAEME Sc PR AT R S IR, DA BRI T
1 Sc MLk (Lapin et al., 2016). 11 bl & KALFE L T
mEEITTRE RERK, WAL Mg A8
TRERET . WERET SRR () A AL 5 AF Sc(&] 3b;
Chassé et al., 2018, 2019), ST Sc Kb XML T+
FAWTE R, B EETE 1 Z(E 8b).
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B7 RFRMEEFLNb, Zr, UREETEILENEDTUFEOEL GO ERKSMEY Nb &8 105x10°9)

Fig.7 Variations of Nb, Zr, U concentrations and Nb/Ta and Nb/Zr ratios in representative profiles

b FEHHE S| A Taylor and McLennan, 1995; &5 %0345 [ Cheng et al., 2013; 35, 2021; FKITE, 2021, SAMRFE A IEKE MR HEL
ZK9-68., ZK15-60, ZK19-52. ZK23-44 [N AbFeHE fh, BBEZRACFR [T PX-1 Al PX-2 MK IE A KA Fe R

B8 Lifw K EtERELHETEREXE M SFERENLMETERKXE(D)
Fig.8 The upper crust-normalized (a) and bed rock-normalized trace element patterns (b) for the weathering crust of
the Puxiong deposit
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B A B U T Cheng etal., 2013; 3%, 2021; ER R4 2021,

B9 KRUESHEEEEHEN REEXTEZTE
Fig.9 Tavs. Nb, Nb vs. Zr, and U vs. Zr plots of the weathering crust and the bed rock

HTEERATEH Nb iR, LU fL
ZK19-52 J i, HHEXAFES 20 Y0 Nb 724 %
B LA on, TR ITIE S E A IERK A ME, 745
W2 4, 25 R BIRAR T ZE B on, SEET YT EE)
AL B VIAE 2 WL 2 B Nb 2R A T Ak 0
ERA KSR Y, #55 WAET XAL IR 5y
gle s . B2, I HAZZIKE o, S HHE /N
F4# Nb &k 4), HENLAPRE N SRy YE
R TFASCHEM A9 0.02%. MibEE KALRE T, 1E
KA. SR SRR KA, Nb #mitAE Tk
AW A PRASET YT, FiE 2 Nb KZ AR
ET s, HEL ZK19-52 & JZFESR I o A
M/ NF 255 Nb &, #99 ox M4 Nb S &AM
PR RE S 1T fE S e W Y & B IR AS . TIMA
MRAZE R o, A 0 . BRI A )
£ Nb, U( 5b. ¢, [ 6d), KA 5k 0 H]
A EA R Nb & AT AR ARAS o i KUk ik & A b
PR (] 5a), S (R)EY(El 5c) IRERET .
MR A A Nb, U f55(&l 6a. b), Nb &t E
Mn & ADE, T —H4 Nb X fb5e ] fg
AT R A T 868 (20 F Ak W R o b
(Goldschmidt, 1954; XIHL{R4E, 1984), iX#4> Nb JG
B Ak, (RS A T,

ZE b, Nb, Zr, Ut m FEEFE T2
A2 AL+ 2, W ) b v e R DA Ll TR L AR
BT (K 7). AT XAE)Z Nb i F 2
WA THR BT YR KA . SR WA XA I %
IR &= = B80S b m gk A b, 184 XL )2 IR
T ARG s 2R YRS Ry b, 7

B 20 F WA T A b (R 4, Bl 10a).
4.3 THEF R Nb BE &R EIRIT

25 R ER L, Nb i AR AR B hn, 2
ERR R B i, RIETER L EA TR, Xl
RSl Lo A A A (R 4 BEREE,
2021), A fi) b ML TO0 i 1 B Nb 5 4 72 B 3%
Th (B 7), 3% 58GFL I FE 7 B 32500 2= A4 s /E
ZRUKLFRAERET Nb (B A KRR,
1984; Liu et al., 2016; Li et al., 2020),

Nb T2 IR T8 A IE KA Nb-U 7749 A .
A AT B Rk i (3R 2), TEE A E KA IR R AT,
B RAEEET YRR AR 08
MEEE R Nb . U S22k (3% 4, T 22t
45 2019; Li and Zhou, 2020), 7EKIAKE A IEK A
RKAkser, #0 WA A LA BRRE S E, &
B . KA . SR (8 3b~f, Bl 4), A
) XUAE R B L 3 0 o AL A R A BT X
PLEEFL ZK19-52 S, Bk EZh 9 R a8 R
o L R S R e XU )Z T
e e BEAG; mUeA S E R LRI AN
WAL FENEFRAE B Wi /b (] 3b) . 7E XUk B, &2
155 M = B Y (K 51), BFEKE = b
Habl, AR A ERES, 2021),
WA INA . BRESHIRRIRE A . S
AMSERA, PR TRE N &% A, mhi e
JI R TER A KA R =i (K] 3d~g; AL
fH A%, 1981; Li and Zhou, 2020), & 1% KALIE ik
= B W e b RALRR L TS B A 3R, B4
RARJZE B3 2 J5 TR iR b, R W e e G Ak
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F4 BEERERUEFHTNESERH oy
Table 4 Mineral compositions and Nb partitions of the weathering crust of the nepheline syenite
W& (%) Nb ;P onp(x10°°)

R YP19-  YP19-  YP19-  YPI9-  YPI9- il Nb(%) YP19- YP19- YPI19- YPI9-  YPI9-
52-1 52-3 52-10 52-13 52-19 MR 52-1 52-3 52-10 52-13 52-19
EKA 1.1 0.03 14.9 31.4 333 5 0.010 1.10 0.03 14.9 31.4 333
A E KA 0.4 0.1 0.06 0.2 1.1 4 0.003 0.12 0.03 0.02 0.06 0.33
mEREY 247 40.8 54.7 1.2 40.4 2 0.005 12.4 20.4 27.4 0.60 20.2
Sl 56.2 21.6 10.0 24.1 2.2 15 0.009 50.6 19.4 9.00 21.7 1.98
RRA 8.3 25.4 12.0 8.1 5.1 0.009 7.47 22.9 10.8 7.29 4.59
sl 0.8 2.0 1.0 4.8 3.4 3(A0) 0.023 1.84 4.60 2.30 11.0 7.82

BRE 0.5 0.3 0.7 4 0.094 4.70 2.82 6.58

37N 0.09 0.6 0.2 2.4 0.09 1 0.019 0.18 1.14 0.38 4.56 0.17
Rgn” 0.03 0.04 0.02 0.09 0.02 2 0.519 1.57 2.08 0.95 4.67 1.04
&aha 0.1 0.1 0.06 0.01 0.1 2 0.650 6.50 6.50 3.90 0.65 6.50
A 0.08 0.5 0.09 0.3 0.3 11 0.020 0.16 1.00 0.18 0.60 0.60
HFNbH ) 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 9 30.3 60.6 60.6 60.6 60.6 60.6
Bt 91.8 91.6 93.3 73.3 86.0 143 143 133 150 137
SEND T RE(x107°) 169 248 150 161 200

TE: < fURMR TR R . a. VSR L R b, IFERESE, 2021,

(K 3b; FLEAZE, 1981; Li and Zhou, 2020), JEH 2
T 2 KARAE R, = BR8P g R K i 1k
WA (K 3j~1)0 KAk e H e 4k 14 [/ B Nb Y
ARG P IE NS 4, B 10a). EIR HRTX
B2 SR Nb RS, (B e
QO2DHBFFE AT, BIEA T NbOs & &R 0.026%,
H TR I A7(0.009%) o AR URAIT T A S AR L HE A b
w4, BRI S EAE Nb F U(E Sb. c, 6d).
DA E S G 5 2% Nb BTRAE AR 22 5%, 1M
PRIATER L2 KAy mis A (B 3b), A]hE
H s> Nb fEF LE R, I BUZZ 07 Nb
B ARSI (B 7).

I - F, ZK9-68 4b F5R A1k i LT (] 1d),
- 7Y WS T e N YT - SN (AN < [ 1% 754
MU AR (LD et al., 20205 Ji3&RA, 2020), SAARAL
FREEmAG . PRt Nb Y& SRR AR, £ 20 Nb .,
U & B2k, 1F 25~30 m 4B PE 1 m 24y
Y JRs B AR HE S5 0 (1 7), P RE S Rl AL Bt 5 el
TARBIAS S S (R LV 45, 1994) . T il (1) XUk
SERSAEARALIZ RS, TR R B = S Uk, 7E
L BN (ZK 19-52) T8 J T J5 . XA A 5 o s 119 XLk 5
(Liu et al., 2016). {H A4 B4 5 14 K672 T 7 55
SRR AR R R 2 K48, 2020), ZK19-52 42
RALZ LT Nb & &AL H AL /NE 7c). 7EILTH Nb
B AR TS, A LA R L AR T

o EE

(Kl 7a, b)o XM TERERET Nb S RA—EM
TR 5, 1984; Astrom et al., 2008; Timofeev
and Williams-Jones, 2015; Friis and Casey, 2018), &
> Nb 72 I TR 2, LA N 7E L A i s 4
(Bl 7). 1M ZK23-44 2 FARA AL, K52 ik #11,
B LR, WAL Y o 2L B, Nb & & IR 1K
(K 7d).

SVA B, BT R T XA SE B KA RR BE R )
2H A AR Nb AR SR P e A E (R 4, %
ARHEAE, 2021), B 5 A P ) v 2 8 1 TR 1L
BRI RAL =P Nb ASWEAE L i %, 1L XUk
FeH Nb ¥l = (& 7e. B 10b). HIL, F5ekigsl
M HE AR T Nb ™ FRALSE AR AE, Tk
R AE Al U 8 184 T 14 [] s B AN ) B2
S % 8 AL, R I iR 555 42 el TR] B 52 A B R 1 3 Y
22X Nb 7EXAFE e 4, DA IR 18 iU D)
T2 R (Li et al., 2020; JH125K%5, 2020),

w®

() KRIEFKEAIER AP Aia . Nb-U
WA AT | Bt B 07) . R R D R
RAETEH Nb #8932 2R IR AR R AR A R i s

Yyor s, FROIINK A PEH T . S, B
Nb., U RZWMH T2 LY B ()AL, i

o

“H

5
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B 10 LT KRP Nb WEBIMEEMT EXEE R Lietal, 2019; 36K, 2020 )
Fig.10 Model of Nb mobilization and enrichment for the Puxiong deposit

T M R . B P W E 25 WAL 28047 40 A, 1E
55 KUK JZ A2 KL 2 Nb =B A7 T 5% B B IE K A7
P ¥y LA Bk A= = B Ak e A, e R
WA TRE . S a Mtk Y, £58+
JEIRAEF & A

() BAIEKAEFEGE ST YEA QEK AR
R 78 2 A b TR R AN [R) A8 38 3 IXUARTE B 2 B
Ry, PRARES SR Y, BT YR
it B A IE KA WL SE A AW T & . B
A A ES W TE 5 B Nb, B R KR A
AL A IS A, SEUD B Nb 2R 2Rk

() BAEKANALELSE Nb, Th, U %, %7
FEw A AW ES . FAEMBE M LR
X Nb, U ARRFEEERTERS  HuIE s 5 2oL =
WA AL BB R s, A b4 KA 2 Al £ 2 i
B Nb. US4, HAER—XALZ il A A i
B T ARRE 2 R LD TR S

Bt FoAT AR TH A T L OMA KA
WR IR R X, FHAINE LK
AR 4 s, RXERE M XFINEFE K
B, ZHKFETFIHKZHATT A AT, FEA
IR M R IRAL S A AT 6B AR TR T AR KT A
RALTT A ERBESEEE Nl N, £k
TR A Bt

5 7% X ik (References):
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A Preliminary Study of the Occurrence and Enrichment of Nb in the
Puxiong Regolith-hosted Nb-REE Deposit, Yunnan Province, China

WANG Min"?, ZHOU Jiaxi" %, ZHOU Meifu’, XIAO Song', LI Yin*, ZHANG Zijun*

(1. School of Earth Sciences, Yunnan University, Kunming 650500, Yunnan, China; 2. Key Laboratory of Critical
Minerals Metallogeny in Universities of Yunnan Province, Kunming 650500, Yunnan, China; 3. State Key Laboratory
of Deposit Geochemistry, Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guiyang 550081, Guizhou,
China; 4. No. 209 Geological Team of Yunnan Nuclear Industry, Kunming 650034, Yunnan, China)

Abstract: The Puxiong deposit is a large niobium-rare earth (Nb-REE) polymetallic deposit found in the weathering
crust of the Changlinggang alkaline rocks in Jianshui County, Southeast Yunnan. It hosts 57,000 t of Nb,Os besides the
huge REE reserve. To determine the source, occurrence, and enrichment mechanism of Nb, the mineralogical and
geochemical compositions of samples from the weathered crust and nepheline syenite bed rock collected from three
drills and two profiles were analyzed by using XRD, TIMA, SEM, EPMA, LA-ICP-MS, and ICP-MS methods. The
results show that the primary sources of Nb in the weathering crust are Nb-U minerals (betafite, fersmite, pyrochlore,
etc.), titanite, and hiortdahlite in the nepheline syenite. Niobium mainly occurs in residual orthoclase, Nb-bearing
minerals, and secondary mica minerals in the weakly and semi-weathered layers. In the completely weathered and humic
layers, niobium is generally enriched in kaolinite, illite, iron manganese (hydro-) oxide, and mica. Niobium-bearing
minerals (e.g., residual betafite, secondary liandratite) accounting half of the Nb content of the whole rock occur
throughout the weathered crust. The content of Nb in the weathering crust of the alkali-feldspar syenite is generally
lower than that in the weathering crust of nepheline syenite. And the average content of Nb increases vertically from
99.2x10°® in the weakly weathered layer to 160x10%in the humic layer. Furthermore, the Nb concentration in the same
layers increases significantly from the hilltop to the footslope. In summary, the bedrock, the mineral assemblage, and
topography and landform constrain the enrichment of Nb in the Puxiong deposit.

Keywords: mineralogy; elemental geochemistry; niobium(Nb); Puxiong deposit; Changlinggang alkaline rocks; nepheline

syenite



