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Abstract: The geochemical characteristics of the scandium-rich laterite of a weathering profile in the Shazi area, Qinglong
County of the southwestern Guizhou have been studied in this paper. The research results are given below. (1) The
analyses of major elements show that laterites of the Shazi profile were formed through strong desilication, dealkalization
and enrichment of iron, aluminum and titanium in the weathering process of original rocks. The variation characteristics of
Mg and Ca contents of laterites of the Shazi profile indicate that the laterites contain minor montmorillonite which was
formed in the late stage of weathering. Chemical Indexes of Alteration also indicate that laterites of the Shazi profile were
resulted from the strong weathering of original rocks; (2) The distribution patterns of rare earth elements of laterites in the
Shazi profile have obvious positive dCe anomalies, indicating that the laterite of the Shazi profile was formed in a strong
oxidized environment. The scandium contents in parent rocks and the degrees of weathering controlled scandium contents
of the weathering crust. Sc is enriched in weathering crust of the Shazi profile relative to the parent rocks, with the most
obvious enrichment of Sc in the laterite layer. The enriched Sc contents of weathered rocks in the Shazi profile are 1.26—
1.96 times of those of their parent rocks; (3) The differences of adsorption capacities of scandium and rare earth elements

by different secondary minerals resulted in different enrichment layers of scandium and rare earth elements in the
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weathering profile. In this paper, the study on the formation process of scandium ore body in the Shazi area will provide
the basis for establishing the metallogenic theory of the laterite-type scandium deposit in strongly weathered
basic-ultrabasic rocks.

Keywords: laterite weathering profile; desilication and dealkalization; oxidized environment; adsorption; metallogenic

theory
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Fig. 1. A map showing tectonic location of the Shazi scandium deposit in Qinglong County, Guizhou Province.
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Fig. 2. A photo and a schematic diagram showing various weathered layers of the Shazi section.
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Table 1. Contents of major elements of samples from the laterite weathering profile
FEmsn > SiO, AlLO3 Fe,03 TiO, MgO Ca0 Na,O K,0 MnO P,0s LOIL SUM
SZ-1 34.85 20.86 18.46 3.78 0.60 0.10 0.20 0.78 0.08 0.24 19.44 99.38
SzZ-2 34.56 20.64 18.52 3.76 0.60 0.10 0.24 0.74 0.08 0.26 20.15 99.65
SZ-3 33.99 20.98 19.54 3.84 0.58 0.09 0.21 0.79 0.08 0.23 19.10 99.43
SZ-4 35.97 22.02 19.61 3.87 0.65 0.08 0.20 0.85 0.08 0.18 15.81 99.32
SZ-5 36.57 22.46 19.26 4.25 0.74 0.04 0.24 0.81 0.07 0.17 15.36 99.98
SZ-6 36.20 22.30 19.25 3.89 0.65 0.07 0.17 0.87 0.08 0.17 15.20 98.85
SzZ-7 36.29 23.02 20.35 4.00 0.67 0.07 0.14 1.04 0.07 0.14 13.55 99.34
SZ-8 35.49 23.57 21.82 4.19 0.62 0.09 0.11 1.01 0.07 0.13 1291 100.01
SZ-9 35.46 23.68 20.60 4.22 0.61 0.09 0.10 091 0.06 0.13 13.06 98.92
SZ-10 3523 23.49 20.65 4.18 0.62 0.08 0.12 0.94 0.06 0.13 13.20 98.71
SZ-11 3522 23.75 21.46 433 0.57 0.07 0.09 0.78 0.07 0.13 12.93 99.40
SZ-12 34.27 23.69 22.52 4.65 0.62 0.04 0.22 0.75 0.07 0.13 13.22 100.17
SZ-13 34.54 23.72 21.26 4.37 0.56 0.08 0.06 0.77 0.07 0.12 13.37 98.93
SZ-14 33.75 23.61 2233 4.41 0.54 0.07 0.05 0.80 0.07 0.12 13.30 99.05
SZ-15 34.19 23.95 22.52 4.38 0.56 0.08 0.06 0.91 0.07 0.12 13.17 100.00
SZ-16 32.16 23.97 23.78 435 0.57 0.07 0.01 1.03 0.07 0.11 13.13 99.25
SZ-17 32.12 23.95 23.84 4.34 0.57 0.07 0.00 1.03 0.07 0.11 13.13 99.24
SZ-18 30.45 23.40 26.37 4.23 0.55 0.07 0.04 0.96 0.11 0.11 13.10 99.39
SZ-19 31.91 24.97 23.28 431 0.56 0.07 0.02 0.95 0.16 0.12 13.09 99.44
SZ-20 32.23 24.99 23.27 435 0.56 0.06 0.02 0.96 0.16 0.12 13.09 99.81
SZ-21 31.98 25.06 23.74 4.39 0.56 0.06 0.02 1.03 0.11 0.12 12.96 100.03
SZ-22 31.79 24.57 24.40 432 0.54 0.06 0.02 0.89 0.09 0.12 12.67 99.47
SZ-22-1 29.68 23.60 27.36 4.38 0.53 0.06 0.05 1.20 0.06 0.11 13.56 100.59
SZ-23 29.44 23.34 27.13 435 0.53 0.06 0.06 1.19 0.06 0.11 13.56 99.83
SZ-24 36.60 24.36 19.73 4.96 0.48 0.07 0.14 0.57 0.07 0.16 12.61 99.75
SZ-25 37.21 23.78 19.62 4.76 0.47 0.07 0.11 0.59 0.08 0.13 12.72 99.54
SZ-26 34.87 22.82 23.32 4.72 0.52 0.03 0.24 0.51 0.05 0.13 12.90 100.10
SZ-27 35.08 22.93 23.00 4.51 0.46 0.06 0.06 0.51 0.06 0.12 25.71 112.50
SZ-28 10.08 8.66 65.22 3.04 0.49 0.08 0.83 0.22 0.07 0.07 12.28 101.03
SZ-29 27.71 19.71 35.57 3.61 0.48 0.05 0.27 0.32 0.12 0.21 12.40 100.45
SZ-30 27.90 19.72 34.02 3.53 0.44 0.07 0.09 0.32 0.13 0.22 12.43 98.87
SZ-31 28.69 21.46 31.28 3.90 0.44 0.06 0.21 0.30 0.17 0.28 12.39 99.18
SZ-32 31.50 23.76 26.54 4.94 0.43 0.06 0.31 0.21 0.23 0.30 12.69 100.97
SZ-33 36.38 2535 19.56 4.95 0.41 0.06 0.23 0.18 0.10 0.23 12.53 99.97
SZ-34 41.04 21.00 21.58 4.81 0.43 0.02 0.22 0.18 0.07 0.28 10.72 100.35
SZ-35 41.95 21.22 21.64 4.43 0.37 0.06 0.45 0.20 0.07 0.28 10.54 101.20
SZ-36 3532 21.89 24.82 4.49 0.45 0.05 0.37 0.16 0.10 0.33 11.77 99.75
SZ-37 35.30 21.99 24.84 4.47 0.44 0.06 0.41 0.16 0.12 0.34 11.77 99.90
SZ-38 34.58 23.05 23.82 4.65 0.44 0.05 0.32 0.18 0.07 0.31 11.96 99.42
SZ-39 31.80 25.05 24.38 4.76 0.47 0.07 0.27 0.27 0.10 0.29 12.17 99.62
SZ-40 25.36 26.80 27.59 5.47 0.40 0.06 0.37 0.29 0.16 0.43 13.96 100.89
SZ-41 34.74 24.43 22.34 4.42 0.47 0.06 0.28 0.33 0.11 0.27 12.19 99.64
SZ-42 34.96 25.81 20.52 528 0.41 0.06 0.25 0.20 0.11 0.29 12.34 100.22
SZ-43 46.36 14.25 15.08 3.44 4.51 8.76 2.53 1.00 3.14 0.336 3.14 99.07
SZ-44 46.36 14.25 15.08 3.44 4.51 8.76 2.53 1.00 0.17 0.34 3.14 99.57
SZ-45 44.84 15.56 15.28 3.58 4.45 7.84 2.48 1.04 0.17 0.35 4.20 99.78
SZ-46 46.06 14.39 15.57 3.38 4.59 8.56 2.78 0.70 0.21 0.33 3.09 99.66
SZ-47 47.43 13.74 14.45 3.14 4.77 9.32 3.08 0.62 0.22 0.33 2.23 99.33
SZ-48 44.86 14.76 15.95 3.45 4.49 7.80 2.24 0.92 0.19 0.35 5.10 100.11
SZ-49 48.24 13.45 14.59 3.16 4.81 9.44 3.16 0.83 0.21 0.34 1.44 99.66
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Fig. 5. The changes of some weathering intensity parameters for samples from various layers of the laterite profile.
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Table 2. The contents of Sc and rare earth elements of samples in the Shazi profile

FEm'S  Sc La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Tb Dy Ho Er Tm Yb Lu  3Ce

SZ-1 354 2640  95.00 7.64 3140 6.68 1.63 537 091 5.84 1.17 339 051 337 050 1.57
SZ-2 348 2780 9590 782 3210 7.05 1.72 554 095 5.85 1.21 346 052 340 051 1.52
SZ-3 358 28.00 97.80 825 3300 726 180 588 097 6.09 1.21 348 053 343 051 1.51
SZ-4 323 2270 93.20 635 2570 555 143 488 084 5.54 1.15 336 052 346 052 1.82
SZ-5 356 2280 93.70 6.17 2470 541 138 4.69 0.84 5.50 1.16 337  0.51 345 051 185
SZ-6 359 2060 8240 499 1980 397 1.02 379 0.69 4.66 1.04 308 048 326 049 190
SzZ-7 347 2120  77.30 518 1950 403 1.05 3.69 0.69 4.67 1.04 3.3 047  3.23 049 1.73
SZ-8 39.1 2130 7420 502 1980 39 1.05 373 0.69 4.81 1.07 316 049 330 051 1.68
SZ-9 359 2230  76.50 526 2050 415 1.07 385 0.69 4.68 1.02  3.07 047 322 048 1.65
SZ-10 36.6  23.60  70.90 544 2110 427 113 402 075 493 1.08 324 049 335 051 147
SZ-11 36.5 2390  70.00 544 2130 422 112 402 0.76 5.16 1.14 334 052 346 052 144
SZ-12 38.7 2490  70.00 543 2140 427 112 398 0.74 5.03 1.09 326 049 334 051 141
SZ-13 383 2450 7430 547 2130 438 1.16 4.09 0.78 5.25 1.17 345 052 354 053 150
SZ-14 355 2470  64.80 567 2190 444 116 412 078 5.38 1.16 347 052 356 053 128
SZ-15 36.7 2430  64.60 543 2050 422 113 403 072 491 1.09 320 050 335 051 1.32
SZ-16 377 2620  72.50 5.63 2140 431 1.19 412  0.76 5.13 1.14 339 052 360 054 140
SZ-17 37.3 2600 7080 567 21.10 427 1.8 4.08 0.75 5.14 112 337 052 357 054 137
SZ-18 41.0 25,60  70.70 554 2090 422 117 412 076 5.11 112 336 052 353 0.53  1.37
SZ-19 41.0 2380 6720 524 1970 402 111 389 071 4.80 1.06 317 049 333 051 1.39
SZ-20 409 19.80 88.40 440 1680 355 098 353  0.66 4.63 1.05 324 050 342 051 141
Sz-21 379 2180 9470 468 1810 378 1.06 3.83 0.70 493 112 336 053 355 054 222
Sz-22 36.0 1820  83.90 399 1580 342 091 328 058 4.00 0.91 279 044 300 047 220
Sz-22-1 243 124 115.0 3.59 15.5 339 090 315 048 2.90 0.60 1.65 0.24 155 023 404
SZ-23 359 1350 6530 333 1350 3.04 081 283 049 3.21 073 223 036 247 040 231
Sz-24 399 1690  95.10 413 1730 393 1.04 377 0.62 4.07 090 282 044 3.04 048 4.04
SZ-25 478 1690 158.00 426 1790 421 1.18 437 0.72 4.83 1.08 336 053 3.66 059 228
SZ-26 425 16.60  88.80 410 17.10 405 1.18 424 0.73 4.81 1.07 323 050 352 055 267
Sz-27 402 15.60  65.40 393 1640 4.01 1.19 426 0.75 4.82 1.03 298 044 3.04 046 436
S7-28 46.5 17.60  106.0 449 1930 462 135 471 0.8 493 1.02 289 043 284 043 196
SZ-29 463 1790 8120 450 1870 455 131 473  0.78 495 1.04 295 044 290 043 279
SZ-30 457 1950  97.10 487 2030 466 130 477 0.80 523 1.15 344 051 335 051 212
Sz-31 41.1 1620  129.0 4.11 1730 418 1.15 438 0.75 5.06 112 323 048 3.08 045 233
SZ-32 42.7 2030 138.0 514 2120 4838 131 492 0.80 5.12 .10 3.16 047 3.08 046 3.70
SZ-33 363 1850  121.0 475 2010 496 140 520 0.89 5.90 127 364 053 352 052 317
SZ-34 53.8 2140 115.0 545 2290 546 151 566 096 6.50 142 415 060 395 058 3.02
SZ-35 40.0 21.50 141.0 561 2340 545 146 552 092 5.86 1.29 381 056 357 054 250
SZ-36 559 2270  139.0 6.06 2600 615 1.61 575 096 6.28 1.33 397 058  3.83 0.57  3.01
Sz-37 547 2270  259.0 632 2710 640 1.70 6.16 098 6.26 1.36 400 060 402 061 278
S7-38 483 2660 171.0 7.06 3000 678 1.89 636 098 6.39 129 366 054 359 052 507
SZ-39 4777 2330  68.80 592 2500 6.14 1.63 556 094 6.04 1.29 377 055 359 053 292
SZ-40 475 2670 1440 7.66 3350 829 225 739 125 7.69 1.52 422 061 397 056 1.37
SZ-41 488 4250 1340 1250 5480 1320 352 1130 1.80  10.60 200 552 077 496 070 236
SZ-42 40.5 68.10 137.0 21.1 91.9 216 582 180 278 15.4 2.81 7.41 1.02  6.31 085 085
SZ-43 322 3267 6751 8.64 3760 884 270 845 134 8.19 1.58 414 057 354 051 085
SZ-44 31.7  36.12  69.56 9.60 4150 984 287 9.03 140 8.58 1.64 426 060 372 053 094
SZ-45 302 2825  59.52 838 3680 869 260 8.07 130 797 .52 398 057 350 050 0388
SZ-46 288 27.60 6134 7.65 3390 798 237 755 119 7.34 142 368 052 320 046 091
SZ-47 31.0 3191 6533 923 4020 943 282 882 138 8.37 1.60 412 058  3.53 0.50  0.99
SZ-48 282 2523 5855 7776 3380 824 241 793 123 7.57 1.45 378 052 322 045 089
SZ-49 285 27.17  61.70 790 3460 816 247 796 125 7.55 148 382 053 326 046 098
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