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Abstract High-precision cadmium (Cd) isotope composi-
tions are reported for sphalerite, galena, and smithsonite from
the Fule Zn–Pb–Cd deposit, a typical Mississippi Valley-type
deposit in Southwest China. Dark sphalerite has lighter δ114/
110Cd values (0.06 to 0.46 ‰) than light sphalerite (0.43 to
0.70 ‰), and the Cd in galena is primarily in the form of
sphalerite micro-inclusions with δ114/110Cd of −0.35 to
0.39‰. From early to late stages, δ114/110Cd values of smith-
sonite regularly increase from 0.19 to 0.42‰, whereas Cd/Zn
ratios decrease from 252 to 136; the δ114/110Cd variation pat-
tern of supergene smithsonite reflects kinetic Rayleigh frac-
tionation during low-temperature processes. From the bottom
to the top of the orebody, the dark sphalerite has different
patterns in δ114/110Cd values, Cd/Zn ratios, δ34S values, and
Fe concentrations compared to the light sphalerite, indicating
that dark and light sphalerite formed by different processes.
The varying patterns of δ144/110Cd values and Cd/Zn ratios
within light sphalerite are similar to those of layered smith-
sonite, and the δ144/110Cd values have a positive correlation
with δ34S values, indicating that Cd isotope fractionation in
the light sphalerite was due to kinetic Rayleigh fractionation.
Instead, in dark sphalerite, the δ144/110Cd values have a nega-
tive correlation with δ34S values and a positive correlation

with the Cd/Zn ratio. Thus, it can be concluded that dark
sphalerite could be modeled in terms of two-component
mixing (basement fluid and host-rock fluid), which is in agree-
ment with previous explanations for the negative correlation
between δ66Zn and δ34S in some typical Zn–Pb deposits. We
propose that the significant variation in Cd isotope composi-
tion observed in the Fule Zn–Pb–Cd deposit confirms that Cd
isotopes can be used for tracing fluid evolution and ore
formation.

Keywords Cadmium and sulfur isotopes . Cd-bearing
minerals . Zn–Pb–Cd deposits . Stable isotope fractionation

Introduction

Cadmium (Cd) is a chalcophile trace element with a crustal
abundance of approximately 0.08 ppm (Rudnick and Gao
2003). Because of its low concentration and the rarity of its
independent minerals, Cd ore deposits are rare. Instead, Cd
occurs primarily as an associated minor element in Zn–Pb ore
deposits, and is primarily hosted in sphalerite as isomorphic
impurity with a typical mean of 0.2–3.0 wt% Cd (Schwartz
2000; Cook et al. 2009; Ye et al. 2011; Zhu et al. 2013).
Sediment-hosted Zn–Pb deposits are the major source of in-
dustrially utilized cadmium, of which the Mississippi Valley-
type (MVT) deposits are the most important.

In the past decades, new advances in Cd isotope systemat-
ics have been made in terms of (1) modern analytical tech-
niques applied to a variety of geological materials
(Wombacher et al. 2003; Cloquet et al. 2006; Ripperger
et al. 2007; Schmitt et al. 2009; Zhu et al. 2013, 2015, 2016;
Lambelet et al. 2013; Wen et al. 2015, 2016) and (2) theoret-
ical prediction and experimental studies on Cd isotope frac-
tionation (Horner et al. 2011; Yang et al. 2014; Zhang et al.
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2016). Recently, our Cd isotope study on the hydrothermal
Tianbaoshan deposit shows that the variations of δ114/110Cd
values in sulfides have no correlation with fluid temperature
(Zhu et al. 2016); however, different types of Zn–Pb deposits
have various characteristics in Cd concentrations and isotope
signatures, indicating different ore formation types (Wen et al.
2016). These studies have revealed significant Cd isotope
fractionation and also provided a possibility of using Cd iso-
topes as a new geochemical tracer.

We here investigated the Cd and S isotope composition of
the Fule deposit in SW China. This deposit is a typical MVT
Zn–Pb–Cd ore deposit in the southeastern part of the Sichuan–
Yunnan–Guizhou (SYG) metallogenic province (Fig. 1). The
spatial and temporal variations of Cd and S isotopes in the
hydrothermal system provide a better understanding for the
Cd and S isotope fractionation during the hydrothermal

processes of ore formations. Furthermore, the Cd isotope var-
iations in layered smithsonite record progressive crystalliza-
tion at a fine scale similar to sphalerite from low-temperature
fractionation processes (Gagnevin et al. 2012).

Geological setting

In the Fule mining area, the stratigraphic sequence comprises
Permian and Upper Triassic strata (Fig. 2a). The Lower
Permian Maokou Formation (P1m) is the principal ore-
hosting sequence and predominantly comprises gray (dark to
light gray) dolomitic limestone and green–gray flint-nodule-
containing limestone intercalated with dolostone. All of these
are overlain by Middle Permian Emeishan flood basalts
(Emeishan Formation, P2β). The Emeishan basalts are in turn

Fig. 1 A Sketch of the tectonic
framework of South China; B
Map of the Sichuan–Yunnan–
Guizhou metallogenic province,
SW China, showing the
distribution of the Emeishan flood
basalts, major faults, and Zn–Pb
ore deposits. Modified from Zhou
et al. (2013)
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overlain byUpper Permian sandstone, siltstone, and coal mea-
sures (Xuanwei Formation, P3x). The Triassic strata comprise
siltstone, sandstone, shale, dolomitic limestone, and limestone
(Feixianguan Formation,T1f, Jialingjiang Formation, Tj). Two
fault systems are present in the area, namely, NS- and NE-
trending faults, all of which formed post-ore (Fig. 2).

The demonstrated reserves in the Fule deposit are 2.7 Mt
Zn ore and 58.8 Mt Pb ore at grades of 4.5 % Zn and 0.55 %
Pb, respectively. In addition, the zinc ores contain proven
reserves of approximately 4567 t Cd, 329 t Ge, and 177 t Ga
at grades of 0.127 wt%Cd, 0.012 wt%Ge, and 0.007 wt%Ga,

respectively (Si 2005). The geological features of the Fule
deposit were summarized by Si (2005). Approximately 20
orebodies of various sizes are present within an area about
3 km long and 1.5 km wide. The orebodies are stratabound
and lenticular in shape and locally pinch and swell. They
strike 130–140° NW and dip 5–15° SE, somewhat parallel
to the bedding of the host rocks (Fig. 2b). The ores in the
Fule deposit are dominantly sulfide ores, with small amounts
of oxidized ores near the surface and faults.

Detailed field and microscopic observations indicate that
the mineralogy is relatively simple and mainly includes

Fig. 2 a Regional geological
map and b cross section of the
Fule deposit (modified after data
up to 1994 from the Fule mine)
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sphalerite, pyrite, galena, calcite, and dolomite. The major ore
minerals are sphalerite and galena, associated with minor py-
rite, tetrahedrite, chalcocite, and smithsonite. Gangueminerals
are primarily dolomite and calcite with minor barite and gyp-
sum. The ores are divided into four major types on the basis of
their structure and texture: brecciated ore (including sphalerite
and sphalerite–galena; Fig. 3a, b), massive ore (including
sphalerite, galena, sphalerite–galena, and smithsonite), spot-
ted ore (including sphalerite and galena), and layered ore
(smithsonite dominant; Fig. 3f), of which brecciated ore is
the dominant type. The principal ore minerals are subhedral–
euhedra l g ranu la r and in te rg rown (F ig . 3b–e ) .
Microcrystalline to coarsely crystalline granular textures and
euhedral–subhedral–anhedral granular textures are the most
common. The ore structures are dominated by brecciated ac-
cumulations of sulfide minerals, but may be veined, dissemi-
nated, spotted, and massive. The mineralization has been di-
vided into three stages (Si 2005), which are (1) sedimentary
diagenetic stage, including sedimentary pyrite in host carbon-
ate rocks; (2) hydrothermal ore-forming stage, including
sphalerite, galena, pyrite, dolomite, and calcite; and (3) super-
gene stage, including smithsonite, barite, and gypsum.

Sphalerite is present as fine- to macro-crystalline, euhedral
to anhedral, and granular (0.1–10 mm). Several formation
stages of sphalerite within a hand specimen can be identified
on the basis of the mineral paragenesis, textural and structural
characteristics, and crosscutting relations. In general, dark
sphalerite has an impregnated structure and is surrounded by
light sphalerite (Fig. 3b, c), confirming that the dark sphalerite
was formed earlier than the light one (Si 2005; Han et al.
2007). Sphalerite is present in brecciated, massive, banded,

and disseminated aggregates co-existing with galena, pyrite,
dolomite, and calcite. Galena is fine- to macro-crystalline,
euhedral to subhedral, or subhedral to anhedral with grain
sizes of 1–30 mm. Stress deformation and euhedral textures
are common. Galena contains micro-inclusions of sphalerite
(Fig. 3d, e). Pyrite is microcrystalline and anhedral.
Smithsonite can easily be distinguished and has a layered
and botryoidal structure (Fig. 3f). Dolomite is present as
coarse-grained crystals, 1–3 mm in size, which occur in
euhedral–subhedral granular aggregates, primarily visible in
massive and banded aggregates, as well as veinlets within the
orebodies (Fig. 3a). Calcite mainly occurs in dolomite and
sometimes on veinlets within massive sphalerite and galena.

Samples and methods

The sampling locations within the orebody are shown in
Fig. 2b. Seven representative primary ore samples were taken
from the bottom to the top of the no. 78 ore body over a
vertical length of about 60 cm (Fig. 4; Table 1). On the basis
of the clear boundaries between the seven samples associated
with variable mineral paragenesis, and the textural and struc-
tural characteristics, we conclude that the bottom samples
formed earlier than the top ones (Fig. 4; Table 1).

Dark and light sphalerite and galena separates (40–60
mesh) from these ore samples were handpicked under a bin-
ocular microscope. Samples SBFL-24 and SBFL-26 (both
dark sphalerite) were selected as parallel samples to investi-
gate whether the distribution of Cd isotopes was homoge-
neous in a hand specimen. Layered smithsonite was sampled

Fig. 3 Field photographs (a, b, and f) from the underground workings of
the Fule deposit along with a transmitted light microphotograph (c) and
two back-scattered electron images (d and e) of sphalerite. Note:
a obvious boundaries between the orebody and the dark gray dolomitic
limestone wall rock; b dark and light sphalerite in a hand specimen: dark
sphalerite (Dark-Sph) is surrounded by light sphalerite (Light-Sph); c dark

sphalerite cross-cut by light sphalerite; d early-stage sphalerite (stage 1
Sph) surrounded by subhedral–euhedral crystalline galena (Gn) associat-
ed with late-stage sphalerite (stage 2 Sph), sample SBFL-23; e subhedral–
euhedral crystalline galena replaced by sphalerite micro-inclusions
(SMI), sample SBFL-22; f distinctive boundaries between layered smith-
sonite and limestone
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from early to late mineralization stages in a karst cave
(Fig. 3f), and two limestone samples were taken from the
Maokou Formation outside the Fule mine.

Prior to chemical analysis, all samples were crushed to less
than 200 mesh. For each sample, ∼150 mg was weighed out
and placed in a Teflon digestion vessel, reacted with 3 mL of
concentrated HNO3 at 110 °C for more than 24 h, and heated
to dryness on a hotplate at 110 °C. Each residue was digested
with 3mL of concentratedHF and 3mL ofMilli-Qwater, then
heated at 110 °C until dryness. Finally, 10 mL of 1 % HNO3

was added and the solution was transferred into a 15-mL
polypropylene centrifuge tube. After centrifugation (4000 r/
min, 5 min), 4 mL of the supernatant was transferred for mea-
surement of major- and trace-element concentrations, and an-
other 2 mL of supernatant was transferred for chemical puri-
fication. For the limestone samples, ∼1 g was weighed out; the

detailed digestion methodology of the limestone samples is as
reported in our recent work on Mo isotopes (Liu et al. 2016).

Before chemical purification, the 2-mL supernatant was
evaporated to dryness at 110 °C followed by addition of
2 mL of 2 N HCl. The supernatant containing Cd and other
soluble chlorate complexes was loaded into an anion-
exchange chromatographic column filled with 3 mL of AG–
MP–1 M resin (Bio-Rad, Hercules, CA, USA, 100–200
mesh). After adsorption of Cd onto the column, 10 mL of
2 N HCl, 30 mL of 0.3 N HCl (elute), 20 mL of 0.06 N
HCl, and 5 mL of 0.012 N HCl were passed in sequence
through the column to elute the remaining matrix (Zhu et al.
2013; Wen et al. 2015; Zhang et al. 2016). This methodology
is similar to that of Pallavicini et al. (2014). The column was
then eluted with 20 mL of 0.0012 N HCl for Cd, and the
leachate was evaporated to dryness at 110 °C. After

Fig. 4 Photographs of the section
of the orebody from which the
samples in this study were
obtained. A Overall view of the
orebody; B–D close-up images of
different parts of the orebody. The
yellow rectangles indicate the
positions of the close-up images
within the orebody. D-Sph dark
sphalerite, L-Sph light sphalerite,
Dol dolomite, Cal calcite, Gn
galena

Table 1 A sampling list for
different ores from bottom to top
of the studied orebody

Sample no. Positions Object Major characteristics of ores

SBFL-28 Top Light Sph and Gn Spotted ores, subhedral–euhedral crystalline Gn and
Sph embraced by dolomite and calcite

SBFL-27 Light Sph and Gn Spotted ores, massive Sph embraced by dolomite

SBFL-26 Dark Sph; Gn and
light Sph minor

Massive ores, primarily consist of Sph, Gn is minor

SBFL-25 Dark Sph; Gn and
light Sph minor

Massive ores, primarily consist of Gn, Sph is minor

SBFL-24 Dark Sph; Gn and
light Sph minor

Massive ores, primarily consist of Sph, Gn exhibiting
as band

SBFL-23 Dark Sph; Gn and
light Sph minor

Massive ores, primarily consist of Sph, Gn exhibiting
as spots

SBFL-22 Bottom Dark Sph; Gn and
light Sph minor

Massive ores, primarily consist of Sph, Gn is minor,
dolomite as band

Sph sphalerite, Gn galena
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evaporation, the residue was dissolved in 3 mL of 1 % HNO3.
One milliliter of the leachate was transferred for elemental
measurements (ICP-MS) to monitor interfering matrix ele-
ments (e.g., Zn, Sn, In, and Pd) and calculate Cd recovery.
The residual solution was subsequently used for isotopic anal-
ysis. The method yielded a mean Cd recovery of 99.8 %, and
the potentially interfering elements were detected at concen-
trations that were negligible relative to that of Cd (Wen et al.
2015; Zhang et al. 2016).

Cd, Zn, and Fe concentrations in the ore samples were
measured using a Varian VistaMPX ICP-OES, and other trace
elements (e.g., Sn and In) were measured using an ELAN
DRC-e-type ICP-MS at the State Key Laboratory of Ore
Deposit Geochemistry, Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese
Academy of Sciences. Solution standards have been selected
for the measurement of major (ALSWAT01 and
ALSWATx10, Inorganic Ventures, USA) and trace elements
(Reicptune33A, Reagecon, Republic of Ireland); the relative
deviation and the relative error are less than 10 %. Trace ele-
ments in limestone were also analyzed by ICP-MS. Sulfur
isotopes were measured using a continuous-flow mass spec-
trometer at the same institute. The standard reference materials
for sulfur isotope measurement were GBW 04415 and GBW
04414 Ag2S (Chinese National Standards), which yielded a
relative error (2σ) of <0.1 ‰. All of the S isotope ratios are
reported relative to the Canyon Diablo Troilite (CDT).

Cadmium isotope ratios were measured using a Thermo-
Scientific NeptuneMC-ICP-MS coupled with CETACAridus
II at the State Key Laboratory of Ore Deposit Geochemistry,
Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences. All
samples and bracketing reference solutions were run in two
blocks with 30 cycles per block. This system typically gener-
ated a total Cd signal of approximately 87 V/ppm at an uptake
rate of ∼100 μL/min. After each run, the membrane
desolvation systemwas rinsed with 5 %HNO3 until the signal
intensity reached the original background level (111Cd
<0.001 V).

The standard-sample bracketing method was used to cal-
culate delta values:

δ*=110Cd ‰ð Þ ¼ *Cd=110Cd
� �

sample
= *Cd=110Cd

� �
std

� �
−1

h i
� 1000;

where * denotes the 114, 113, 112, and 111 Cd isotopes and
std is the Spex Cd reference standard. The Cd concentrations
in samples and a Cd reference standard (Spex Cd standard)
were analyzed at the same concentration to within a 10 %
difference (Cloquet et al. 2005). Two Cd isotope standards
(Münster Cd solution and NIST SRM 3108 Cd solution) were
additionally used as second reference standards. The long-
term reproducibility of Cd isotope ratios in this laboratory
has been reported by Zhang et al. (2016). The measurements
of Münster Cd relative to Spex Cd yielded δ114/
110Cd = 4.50 ± 0.08 (2SD, N = 31), which is identical to the

value reported by Cloquet et al. (2005); the analyses of NIST
SRM 3108 Cd relat ive to Spex Cd yielded δ114 /
110Cd = 0.11 ± 0.03 ‰ (2SD, N = 30) (Zhang et al. 2016).

The data listed in Table 2 demonstrate that the δ114/110Cd
values of three pairs of duplicate samples show good repro-
ducibility, indicating that accidental errors were efficiently
avoided during sample preparation and testing. The δ114/
110Cdspex vs δ112/110Cdspex diagram (Fig. 5) shows that the
Cd isotopic compositions of all samples fall on the equilibri-
um and theoretical kinetic mass fractionation lines within the
errors, as is also the case for the Spex, NIST SRM 3108 Cd,
and Münster Cd standards, indicating that isobaric interfer-
ence was efficiently removed by the chemical purification
(matrix interference) and the isobaric interference correction
(e.g., Sn interference) during measurement.

Results

The concentrations of Zn, Fe, and Cd in the studied samples
are listed in Table 2. The Fule sphalerite samples have
59.4 ± 3.3 wt% Zn (n = 12) on average and mean concentra-
tions of 17,410 ± 9298 ppmCd (n = 12) and 526 ± 178 ppm Fe
(n = 12). Clearly, the Zn contents in sphalerite are slightly
lower than that of pure sphalerite (ideal composition
67.1 wt% Zn). This may result from the presence of impurities
in sphalerite, possibly in the form of small amounts of other
minerals such as galena (Fig. 3e). Considering the contamina-
tion by gangue minerals in sphalerite, Cd/Zn ratios (Cd/
Zn = Cd (ppm)/Zn(%)) are more suitable to reflect the varia-
tions of Cd concentrations in sphalerite. Although the Zn and
Cd contents in two pairs of parallel samples (SBFL-24 and
SBFL-26; Table 2) are slightly different, the Cd/Zn ratios and
δ114/110Cd values of these two pairs of parallel samples are
within analytical error, indicating that the distribution of Cd
isotopes is homogeneous at least at the hand-specimen scale.

The measured δ114/110Cd values of sphalerite vary from
0.06 to 0.70 ‰, which is different from the range reported
for sphalerite of 0.34–0.93 ‰ (Schmitt et al. 2009; Zhu
et al. 2013, 2016; Table 2; Fig. 6a). The three pairs of dark
and light sphalerite samples SBFL-22, SBFL-23, and SBFL-
24 display much higher Cd and Fe concentrations and Cd/Zn
ratios in the dark fractions than in the light fractions (Table 2).
The Cd contents in galena (micro-inclusions of sphalerite in
galena) are much lower than those in sphalerite (Table 2),
falling in a range between 48 and 1163 ppm, with a Cd/Zn
of 443 ± 279 (n = 6), similar to the sphalerite samples. The
δ114/110Cd values of galena are between −0.35 and 0.39 ‰,
with a range of 0.74 ‰, similar to the range of sphalerite
(0.64‰). However, Cd is generally lighter in galena samples
than in sphalerite samples, as attested by six sphalerite–galena
pairs (SBFL-22, SBFL-23, SBFL-24, SBFL-25, SBFL-27,
and SBFL-28; Table 2).
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The two limestone samples have much higher Cd con-
centrations (∼0.68 ppm) than average continental crust,
and the δ114/110Cd values vary from 0.60 to 0.76 ‰, which
is heavier than average cont inenta l crus t (δ114 /

110Cd = 0.05 ± 0.08 ‰, 2SD; Schmitt et al. 2009). From
early to late stages, the δ114/110Cd values of smithsonite
increase steadily from 0.19 to 0.42 ‰ (Fig. 7), whereas
the Cd contents decrease from 12,100 to 6220 ppm (mean
7750 ± 2920 ppm; n = 4; Fig. 7).

Sphalerite has δ34S values ranging from 11.7 to 16.5 ‰,
which are heavier than those of galena with 9.6–13.0 ‰
(Table 2; Fig. 6). A good correlation between δ34S and Cd/
Zn is observed for ten measurements on sphalerite
(R2 = 0.68; coefficient of determination) (Fig. 6b). This
correlation within dark as well as light sphalerite is much
better, with R2 of 0.79 and 0.83, respectively (Fig. 6b).

Discussion

Implication of Cd contents in sulfide and oxidized
minerals

Previous studies showed that the range of Cd concentrations
in galena from hydrothermal deposits is 10–500 ppm
(Schwartz 2000); however, recent studies have reported a pos-
itive correlation between Zn and Cd in galena and further
argued that both Zn and Cd are presented as sphalerite
micro-inclusions in galena (Palero-Fernández and Martín-
Izard 2005; Zhou et al. 2011). Our study in the Fule deposit
also demonstrated that Cd in galena is likely related to sphal-
erite micro-inclusions based on the following reasons. First,
the Cd contents of six galena samples show a large range (48–
1163 ppm); except sample SBFL-25 (Cd/Zn = 938), the Cd/

Table 2 Cadmium isotopic variations in sulfides and layered smithsonite

Sample no. Sample type Cd (ppm) Zn (%) Fe (ppm) Cd (ppm)/Zn
(%) ratios

δ114/110Cd (‰) 2σ (‰) δ112/110Cd (‰) 2σ (‰) δ34SCDT (‰)

SBFL-1 Limestone 0.76 25a 1400 304 0.63 0.08 0.30 0.03

SBFL-2 Limestone 0.60 11a 400 545 0.58 0.12 0.27 0.07

SBFL-22 (D)b Sph 14,714 57.875 970 254 0.06 0.04 0.03 0.01 14.8

SBFL-22 (L)b Sph 9083 62.632 448 145 0.52 0.04 0.26 0.02 14.0

SBFL-23 (D)b Sph 15,046 60.672 706 248 0.28 0.03 0.15 0.01 13.8

SBFL-23 (L)b Sph 13,735 60.912 685 225 0.43 0.04 0.21 0.01 14.0

SBFL-24 (D)b Sph 18,479 55.295 547 334 0.33 0.01 0.17 0.01 12.8

Parallel 19,532 59.150 450 330 0.29 0.05 0.15 0.01

SBFL-24 (L)b Sph 16,783 62.500 365 269 0.47 0.01 0.24 0.01 12.3

SBFL-25 (D)b Sph 18,645 51.676 446 361 0.21 0.02 0.10 0.00 13.4

SBFL-26 (D)b Sph 34,981 59.498 395 588 0.46 0.08 0.23 0.04 11.7

Parallel 34,757 59.352 384 586 0.43 0.03 0.22 0.01

SBFL-27 (L)b Sph 5238 62.820 424 83 0.70 0.05 0.34 0.01 16.5

SBFL-28 (L)b Sph 7930 60.724 492 131 0.63 0.02 0.31 0.01 15.9

SBFL-22 Gn 1163 2.272 512 −0.35 0.06 −0.16 0.05 12.7

SBFL-23 Gn 601 1.624 370 0.09 0.02 0.05 0.01 10.9

SBFL-24 Gn 48 0.302 159 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.03 9.6

SBFL-25 Gn 135 0.144 938 0.11 0.03 0.05 0.01 10.5

SBFL-27 Gn 122 0.576 212 0.08 0.06 0.04 0.03 13.0

SBFL-28 Gn 135 0.287 470 0.39 0.01 0.21 0.00 10.0

SBFL-05 Sm(Late) 6216 45.719 136 0.42 0.01 0.20 0.01

Parallel 6389 44.999 142 0.42 0.01 0.20 0.01

SBFL-05 Sm(Early) 12,128 48.139 252 0.19 0.01 0.06 0.01

SBFL-05 Sm(Middle) 6283 44.573 141 0.33 0.04 0.15 0.01

NIST SRM 3108 Standard 0.11 0.04 0.06 0.02

Münster Standard 4.50 0.08 2.25 0.05

Münster has been measured 31 times and NIST SRM 3108 has been measured 30 times

Sph sphalerite, Gn galena, Sm smithsonite, (D) dark sphalerite, (L) light sphalerite
a Reported for ppm
bReported by Wen et al. (2016) except for δ34 SCDT values
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Zn ratios of bulk galena samples (from 159 to 512) are within
the range of sphalerite samples (23–588). Second, the Cd con-
tents in galena samples are positively correlated with those of
Zn ([Cd] = 485 [Zn] + 0.158, r = 0.97, n = 6) (Fig. 8). Third,
BSE images confirmed that sphalerite micro-inclusions are
present within galena (Figs. 3d, e).

LA-ICP-MS measurements showed direct substitution of
Zn2+ by Cd2+ during crystallization of sphalerite (Cook et al.
2009), whereas Belissont et al. (2014) suggested that Fe and
Cd are mainly involved in direct substitution of Zn2+ by Cd2+

and Fe2+. In the Fule deposit, sphalerite has high Cd contents

(5240–35,000 ppm) but low Fe contents (365–970 ppm), sug-
gesting that Cd is mainly related to direct substitution of Zn2+

by Cd2+.
Besides the study on the occurrence of Cd in sphalerite,

few studies have focused on the Cd substitution mechanisms
in smithsonite (Tu et al. 2004). The geochemical behavior of
Cd in the supergene environment is similar to that of Zn; Tu
et al. (2004) suggested that Cd is probably involved in direct
substitution of Zn2+ by Cd2+. Back-scattered electron images
show that no Cd-independent minerals have been observed in
smithsonite of the Fule deposit at the micro scale. Thus, we

Fig. 5 Plot of δ114/110Cdspex vs δ
112/110Cdspex for the samples from the

Fule deposit. All samples fall within the error of the theoretical mass
fractionation line (TMFL), including the Cd standards (Spex, NIST
3108, and Münster Cd standard). The slope for the Münster Cd
standard and samples for a given session are equal and have the slope

of 0.4997 predicted for the theoretical fractionation line. This finding
demonstrates (1) the constancy of the analytical mass fractionation and
the overall stability of the instrument during sample measurement, (2) all
isobaric interference was efficiently removed, and (3) there are no resolv-
able nucleosynthetic isotopic anomalies at the delta unit scale

Fig. 6 a, b Plots of δ114/110Cdspex vs Cd/Zn ratio for the samples from the Fule deposit
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suggest that Cd substitutes for Zn in smithsonite, similar to the
substitution of Cd in sphalerite (Cook et al. 2009) and Cd in
calcite (Horner et al. 2011).

Cd isotope composition of layered smithsonite

When sphalerite was oxidized, layered smithsonite precipitat-
ed from low-temperature fluids in the Fule deposit. As illus-
trated in Fig. 3f, layered smithsonite shows a clear growth
direction. From the early to late precipitation stages, the Cd
isotope composition continually becomes heavier with the
decrease of Cd contents in smithsonite (Figs. 3f and 7), with
δ114/110Cd values ranging from 0.19 to 0.42‰, which resem-
bles the trends of Fe and Zn isotopic variations in layered
sphalerite from the Navan deposit (Gagnevin et al. 2012).
Experimental studies of Horner et al. (2011) show that Cd
readily substitutes for Ca during the crystallization of calcite

and the Cd isotope fractionation in calcite is controlled by
kinetic Rayleigh fractionation. Similarly, Cd readily
substitutes for Zn during the crystallization of smithsonite.
Thus, it can be concluded that Cd isotope fractionation in
smithsonite is also controlled by kinetic Rayleigh
fractionation. Yang et al. (2014) calculated the fractionation
properties of Cd species in hydrothermal fluids, suggesting
that light Cd preferentially partitions into the solid phase rather
than the solution. Thus, these findings indicate that the Cd
isotopic fractionation during smithsonite precipitation also
follows a kinetic Rayleigh fractionation process.

Cadmium isotope composition of sphalerite

From the bottom to the top of the orebody, the Cd/Zn ratios of
sphalerite micro-inclusions in galena are similar (Fig. 9a),
while the δ114/110Cd values increase with sampling height

Fig. 8 Plots of Cd vs Zn contents of sphalerite (a) and galena (b). No strong correlation between Cd and Zn contents of sphalerite is apparent for the
entire dataset, but a strong correlation is observed for six galena samples suggesting that Cd in galena is present as sphalerite micro-inclusions

Fig. 7 Diagrams of Cd isotope composition vs Cd abundance (a) and vs Cd/Zn ratio (b) of early- to late-stage smithsonite
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(Fig. 9b). In the dark sphalerite of the same profile, the Cd/Zn
ratios and δ114/110Cd values increase regularly from 250 to
590 and 0.06 to 0.46 ‰, respectively, whereas δ34S values
and Fe concentrations decrease regularly from 14.8 to
11.7 ‰ and 970 to 400 ppm, respectively (Fig. 9; Table 2).
Although the δ114/110Cd values of light sphalerite increase
from the bottom to the top of the orebody, Cd/Zn ratios,
δ34S values, and Fe have no correlation with sampling height
(Fig. 9). Meanwhile, the regression lines of δ34S vs Cd/Zn
ratios of dark and light sphalerite are quite different
(Fig. 6b). Taken together, these results suggest that dark and
light sphalerite is likely deposited under different conditions.

The variation patterns of δ144/110Cd values and Cd/Zn ra-
tios in light sphalerite are similar to that of layered smithsonite
(Figs. 6b and 7b). If the interpretation of Cd isotopic compo-
sition in layered smithsonite best fits the data available at the
present time, the Cd isotopic fractionation during light sphal-
erite precipitation also follows a kinetic Rayleigh fractionation
process. Considering that the geochemical behavior of Cd in
Zn–Pb deposits is similar to that of Zn (Metz and Trefry 2000;
Schwartz 2000), it is possible that Cd isotopes behave similar
to Zn isotopes (Schmitt et al. 2009). The recent study of
Gagnevin et al. (2012) demonstrated that the δ66Zn values of
six microdrilled sphalerite samples from the Navan deposit,
Ireland, increased regularly from early- to late-stage sphaler-
ite, with values from −0.27 to 0.06‰, which is similar to the
trend of Cd isotopic variations observed in this study (Figs. 4
and 9b). Lighter δ66Zn values have also been reported in black
sphalerite from some typical Zn–Pb deposits (Tianqiao,
Banbanqiao, and Shanshulin) in the western Yangtze Block,
which formed in geological settings similar to that of the Fule
deposit (Fig. 2; Zhou et al. 2014a, b). Gagnevin et al. (2012)
suggested that the Zn isotopes in the Navan deposit had pri-
marily undergone kinetic fractionation during rapid sphalerite
precipitation, which resulted in lighter δ66Zn values in the
early-stage sphalerite. Zhou et al. (2014a, b) also suggested
that the Zn isotopic fractionation among different-colored

sphalerite domains can be explained by kinetic Rayleigh frac-
tionation. Moreover, Horner et al. (2011) confirmed that Cd
readily substitutes for Ca during the crystallization of calcite,
which is controlled by a kinetic Rayleigh fractionation pro-
cess, and is similar to the substitution of Zn by Cd during
sphalerite crystallization. Thus, the kinetic Rayleigh fraction-
ation model might be the best explanation for Cd fractionation
in light sphalerite at the present time.

The trend lines of δ144/110Cd vs Cd/Zn and δ144/110Cd vs
δ34S of dark sphalerite are quite different from those of the
light one (Figs. 9a–c), indicating that the fractionation mech-
anisms of Cd and S isotopes are different in dark and light
sphalerite. Previous studies have shown that the negative re-
lationships between δ66Zn and δ34S in sphalerite can be ex-
plained by mixing of Zn from two sources (Wilkinson et al.
2005). Gagnevin et al. (2012) also suggested that fluid mixing
could result in negative relationships between δ66Zn and δ34S
in sphalerite. Similarly, we suggest that the relationship be-
tween δ144/110Cd and δ34S and between δ144/110Cd and Cd/Zn
of dark sphalerite could be modeled in terms of two-
component mixing.

Sulfur isotope composition of primary ores

There is usually little temperature variation (70–170 °C) in
typical MVT deposits (Leach et al. 2005). However, based
on the published equation for sphalerite–galena pairs
(Clayton 1981), the calculated temperatures at Fule decreased
from 328 to 86 °C towards the top of the studied orebody,
which are much higher than in typical MVT deposits. This
result indicates that the δ34S values in galena and sphalerite at
Fule are not in equilibrium in the S isotopic system and cannot
be used as geothermometers.

In the SYG area, an increase of δ34S values in sphalerite
sampled from bottom to top of the orebody has been observed
in the Huize deposit (8 to 14‰) (Huang et al. 2004), which is
similar to the variation of δ34S values in light sphalerite at

Fig. 9 Cd/Zn ratio (a), δ114/110Cd value (b), δ34S (c), and Fe concentration (d) in sulfides and host rocks from the bottom to the top of the studied
orebody. The range of δ34S is Permian seawater sulfate (Clayton 1981)
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Fule. However, a decrease of δ34S values in sphalerite sam-
pled from early to late sphalerite stages (15 to 11‰) has been
reported in the Tianqiao deposit (Zhou et al. 2014a), which is
similar to the variation of δ34S values in dark sphalerite. These
findings indicate that the variation of S isotopes in different
deposits may be controlled by different processes. Previous
studies have shown that the increase of δ34S values can be
explained by cooling of a single hydrothermal fluid because
the δ34S values of sulfides increase with cooling (Rye and
Ohmoto 1974; Thiessen et al. 2016). However, decreasing
δ34S values can also be explained by fluid mixing processes,
which have been considered as the explanation for the de-
crease of δ34S values in sulfides from the Bluebell deposit
(Rye and Ohmoto 1974). Bortnikov et al. (1995) also sug-
gested that fluid mixing may have caused the temporal and
spatial variations in δ34S values of sulfides from the
Karamazar Cu–Bi–Ag–Pb deposits, Middle Asia. Combined
with the Cd isotopic data, it can be concluded that S in the Fule
deposit was possibly derived from the mixing of sulfur from
Permian host rocks (δ34SPermian-sulfate = 10–15 ‰; Claypool
et al. 1980) and basement rocks (δ34SPrecambrian sulfate = 15–
35‰; Claypool et al. 1980), and most of the reduced S in the
sulfides was derived from the host rocks (Si 2005).

However, factors that control the sulfur isotopic composi-
tion of hydrothermal minerals are complex, including temper-
ature, oxygen fugacity, pH, and relative amount of the mineral
precipitated from the fluids (Rye and Ohmoto 1974; Zheng
and Hoefs 1993; Bortnikov et al. 1995), which should be
taken into account for a more detailed explanation of the
δ34S values in the Fule Zn–Pb deposit.

Conclusions

(1). An increasing trend in the δ114/110Cd isotope composi-
tion and Cd/Zn ratio of layered smithsonite from early to
late stages was observed, which can be explained by
kinetic Rayleigh fractionation.

(2). Sphalerite is the primary Cd-bearing mineral in the Fule
Zn–Pb deposit, while galena is not. Cadmium isotopic
data reported for bulk galena samples are controlled by
their sphalerite micro-inclusions.

(3). The δ114/110Cd isotope compositions, Cd/Zn ratios, δ34S
values, and Fe concentrations of sphalerite show differ-
ent systematic variations in dark and light sphalerite
from the bottom to the top of the orebody, indicating
that dark and light sphalerite precipitated from different
hydrothermal processes.

(4). Comparison of the light sphalerite and layered smith-
sonite shows an increasing trend in δ114/110Cd value
and Cd/Zn ratio in both minerals, indicating that Cd
fractionation in light sphalerite can be explained by ki-
netic Rayleigh fractionation. The decrease of δ34S

values in light sphalerite may be caused by cooling of
a single hydrothermal fluid.

(5). Cd and S isotope fractionation in dark sphalerite can be
explained by two-component fluid mixing.
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